 The Christian Life

	17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:17-24, ESV)

	The Christian’s life is a new life – it is lived differently than that of the adherents of all other religions. Greetings in the Lord as we continue our journey through the New Testament through the letters of Paul the Apostle. With each message, we have looked at a different facet of spiritual life. We started on Rally Sunday with listening to God, then we talked about learnings His ways, remaining in Christ, walking with Him, seeing all that He has done, seeking Him, putting Him on, gaining Him, and pressing on to the prize. Then we talked about presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice and also about God’s will for us, which is to be found blameless when Christ comes back to judge us all. Today’s message adds to these by taking the whole of Christian life as its subject. How should our lives be lived? That is the question that we will answer, albeit briefly, based on the verses read above. 
	In order to be a rightly living Christian, the old person (the one we used to be before becoming a believer) with all of his or her bad habits and unspiritual thoughts must be forgotten. When the Apostle was writing the letter to the Ephesians, the world had already become quite immoral, unspiritual and mentally decadent. People’s behavior had become unfruitful and fruitless, as Scripture says. They had lost the sense of a real, living God in their lives. They lived unbridled and hopeless lives simultaneously. The danger was that the very same life could very easily derail believers through its tempting lack of morality and commitments to Divine authority. Said differently, if one finds apparent rest in this life without God, they will be truly living a very empty life. In other words, worldly knowledge, which was all the rage back then and still today, interestingly enough, darkens human understanding, due to the absence of God within that knowledge. Indeed, people needed to realize that knowing God meant having a relationship with Him - which was much more than a mental exercise. Instead, the culture had caused people to become so hardened of heart and indifferent to God, that they had become immoral and cruel to each other, and that danger was very much at the doorstep of the church members. 
	On the other hand, the believers already knew what the way of Christ was. They needed reminding, however – because the world was always pulling at them (as it does the same to us today). The world systems do not care about your personal immorality or whether you are just or on the other extreme, a thief – because it simply draws people into its false peace as long as you function in it according to its meaning. Unfortunately, the latter is really just the devil using whatever temptations the world has to offer to lead the believers, if possible, away from their Creator. 
	It is important for us to realize that when we truly have the hope of being with Christ after this life, we will live differently. We will live differently if we have, as part of that hope, Christ’s words constantly in our minds. We will be different if we have extinguished our old desires, whether greed, lust or other sins. We will be different from non-Christians when our lifestyle, both for the love of Jesus and inspired by the Holy Spirit is full of good works. We will be different if our mindsets are full of Christ’s expected morality for us. As renewed human beings, we will be different if we live with God’s wisdom, justice and devotion (to the lifestyle He expects from us). 
	Therefore, dearly beloved, our calling is to be different than others (who are not Christians). Others do not know God – but we know Christ, who is the perfect image of the Perfect God. That knowledge is called to affect our lifestyle profoundly. Otherwise, what difference would our lives contain from the lives of unbelievers? 
	God calls us to get closer to Him in relationship each day. It is up to us to continue that road, not to relax and give way to worldly temptations. May the Lord have mercy on us and give us the strength to continue that renewed, different life. The Lord bless you all. Amen. 
