Love and Patience

	12 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-15, ESV)

	Admonish, encourage, help and be patient with everyone. 
	Greetings in the Lord everyone, as we continue our sermon series on “Life with God,” speaking about patience and exhibiting it as believers. Today’s message continues to build on the messages of previous Sundays adding another important dimension to our life as believers. It is said that patience is life (in some Armenian circles). Today we are going to examine that specific grace as we learn more about loving one another. In reality, when we talk about patience, we’re really just talking about one important manifestation of love. Let’s take a look, therefore, at how the Apostle tackles the subject…
	In the life of the church, being patient with other fellow Christians is absolutely essential. To get an idea of the background of the Scripture passage, it is good to know that Paul the Apostle is encouraging the church throughout the epistle and writes the verses above as part of his last parting words. Within the latter, he instructs the church members to patient with everybody. That command, however, was not just for when being patient was easy – but it was for even times when there were issues or conflicts. Whatever the situation, those who were leading the church were deserving of love, even if they had previously been strict with the congregation or had said things that were initially difficult to hear for the newer believers. In all that, there needed to be an overall peace in the church. Care was to be given to each other – those out of order were to be given advice or admonition. The fainthearted were to be encouraged; the weak were to be helped and all were to be dealt with patience. No matter how many internal issues existed, the Apostle was saying, in effect, “Don’t you dare repay evil for evil. Be after what is good – work for the good, both with each other in the church and with all others.” 
According to one preacher, true patience is a waiting without worrying. 
Dearly beloved, the Apostle Paul’s words apply to us as well. We also, when dealing with life or church issues, are to deal with love and patience. We’ve already spoken quite a bit about love. Waiting without worrying, however? If God has waited for years until we got serious in our faith, could we not wait without worrying for a relative short time? For example, if there are issues of sickness, let us pray for healing and also work to help however we can. If there are relational rifts, let the issues be resolved in peace, with prayer, love and the leading of God’s Holy Spirit. In the end, patience will only help if it is by leaning on the Lord. 
May God give us to deal patiently along with lovingly, both with each other as well as with those outside the church. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
