Presenting Our Bodies

	I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2, ESV)

	Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. 
	Greetings dear brothers and sisters as we talk today about devotion in the Christian life. A believer cannot simply be a Christian with their minds alone. It is not possible to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and also live an unbridled, immoral life at the same time (and be pleasing to God). The Apostle Paul gives some very clear commands in this passage, which follows a section of long explanations about the plan of salvation by God for humanity. Today, we are going to talk about the practical implications of the salvation that God has brought about in and through Jesus Christ. 
	God has saved us through Jesus Christ so that we may live according to His will. The passage that Paul conveys here is a proof that the Christian has a moral obligation to fulfil in this world. Because of Christ’s supernatural life and acts of salvation, His birth, life, death and resurrection, are the foundation upon which a believer’s life and work are built. A believer’s life can genuinely be transformed because Christ is God and that divine power to change is given to believers through the Holy Spirit to live holy lives and to obey God. 
	To be a living sacrifice means to be devoted to God’s will throughout life. It means to make decisions which purify and sanctify our lives as believers before God. Why, might we ask? The powerful reason is simple: because that is what is pleasing to God’s eye, God who is our Heavenly Father. 
	The renewed mind is one that is led by the Holy Spirit, and which thinks on the truly important topics of life: for example, the will of God or the plans of God. Or one might think of what is good, pleasing and perfect in God’s eyes – about things like spiritual and moral growth, or trust in God or other such genuinely spiritually lasting realities. 
	The story is told of a young girl who accepted Christ as her Savior and applied for membership in a local church. "Were you a sinner before you received the Lord Jesus into your Life?" inquired an old deacon. "Yes, sir," she replied. "Well, are you still a sinner?" "To tell you the truth, I feel I'm a greater sinner than ever." "Then what real change have you experienced?" "I don't quite know how to explain it," she said, "except I used to be a sinner running after sin, but now that I am saved. I'm a sinner running from sin!" she was received into the fellowship of the church, and she proved by her consistent life that she was truly converted.
	Dearly beloved, practical faith demands a holy life. That holiness comes from making decisions to be people devoted to God. A living sacrifice only lives for God and because of God. And if we do not devote ourselves to Him, then we are only living, and not sacrifices. If we desire, however, to live the life God wants us to live, then we must live lives devoted and offered up to Christ. That means that whatever obstacles in your life exist that stop you from being completely devoted to the Lord need to be sacrificed and erased from your life journey. 
	May the Lord help us to see those obstacles and sacrifice them so that we can live that God-pleasing life that we are called to live. Remember: present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
