Gaining Christ

	7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3:7-11)

	Gaining Christ means knowing Him in His death and resurrection. 
	Greetings dear brothers and sisters, as we talk today about two important aspects of faith. These explain a believer’s life and are necessary, since without them, we as Christians may not experience the life that God intended for us to enjoy, based on Christ’s salvation. The Apostle Paul was trying to minister clarity to the Philippian church. He wanted them to understand well that a believer’s life is not uniformly only suffering or victories. Today, we’re going to speak about these two realities that the Apostle mentions as indispensable teachings of our faith. May the Lord help us to comprehend the effects of Christ’s death and resurrection in our lives through this message… 
	If we want to grow spiritually, we need to know the power of Jesus’ resurrection intimately and be accepting of suffering along the way. The most important purpose for Paul’s life was to know Christ. More specifically, he wanted to know Jesus’ present power which comes from the Resurrection, while also being a participant in Christ’s sufferings by suffering gracefully for Jesus’ sake. But why call it “knowing Christ? The reason is that ultimately, knowing Christ is the only way to know God, without which we could not know God and His identity, which Christ makes known to us. 
	The Apostle said, “whatever gain I had, I now count as loss,” and then he writes, “For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ…” Why? Because the wrong doctrine that was pressuring the church to embrace Judaism before becoming Christians was completely helpless to bring about the knowledge of Christ. The traditions that both the Apostle used to keep and which the unbelieving Jews still kept, namely religious advantages, position, respect, reputation, financial gain, honor and comfort were all a completely worthless sum compared to knowing Christ. To know Christ Jesus his Lord was more excellent. There was no comparison between the Law and Christ. 
	So, how does one know Christ? Well, it is not by mental effort, or academic approaches, or even embracing a philosophical inquiry. Rather, it comes by personal and relational experience. We must know Christ as a child knows a parent, or a husband and wife know each other. It is an intimate knowing based on personal time spent with each other. It is to know Christ’s personality and His identity from up-close. It is to know Him, the Living Savior, personally and not as a distant or disconnected figure long gone.
	Take a person who is just getting to know his or her life-mate. It would not do to just send letters to each other from a distance. There needs to be a personal meeting, and also an agreement to live out life together until death. Now, during that relationship, there would be difficulties – but the covenant that would have been made before God would call them back to each other and God, to work and to live together. 
	Dearly beloved, it is the resurrection of Jesus that gives us the strength to know Him by living a life that is faithful to Him. It is the power of the resurrection that secures our place with Him, since we believed in and accepted Him as our Lord and God. At the same time, life is full of suffering for the believer. We are to bear those sufferings as Jesus said, “Let him take up his cross and follow me.” In other words, we gain Christ when live life in the shape of a cross (cruciform). How is it like a cross? By both accepting the reality of suffering and leaning on the power of His resurrection, we will, by that same power and the help of the Holy Spirit be kept strong until the Final Judgment. 
	Therefore, our knowing Christ is the most important goal in our spiritual life. It is not “going to heaven,” or “being good,” or “learning the Bible by heart, chapter and verse.” Yes, we are to have those as means to know Christ better. But for the Apostle Paul, and for us by extension, the supreme goal is to know Christ as Lord, God and our Everything. 
	May we make knowing Him the most important task in our lives and sacrifice everything that stands against that goal for Him who saved us and Who will save us at the Last Judgment. The Lord Bless You All. Amen.
