Raised to Seek Christ
“Life with God” Sermon Series – Part 4

	If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:1-4)

	Since you have been raised with Christ, let your focus be on the things that are above. 
Greetings in the Lord, dear brothers and sisters, as we talk today about our resurrected life. When our faith is expressed in baptism, that symbolic act reminds us that our faith life afterwards is like living after being resurrected from the dead. Today, therefore, we are going to talk generally about our life focus as Christians. What does it mean that we have a resurrected life? How do we understand the concept of our being resurrected? My hope is that the answers to these questions will cause us to carry ourselves differently as we go about our days, as well as to approach life differently in light of the resurrection that happens through faith. So, let’s talk about how life is different in that context…
Being resurrected in Christ means to focus on God constantly. In his letter to the Colossian church, Paul the Apostle is establishing that the one who live in an unspiritual manner, meaning life without following Christ, is not capable of living a true life. The letter to the Colossians itself is a defense of the correct faith and also of the correct practice of that faith in Christ. The false teachers causing all the problems though that by following rules and regulations, teachings of philosophers or respecting legends, revelations, or visions of angels, that they had found something better than Christ. In reality, they had found nothing, and their experiences were deceptions and a danger to themselves and the church. The believers had no need to follow any teaching outside of Christ; rather, they needed to keep their focus and seeking on Christ. The needed to seek the heavens above, where Christ was and is. The Apostle saying, “Seek what is above,” means to seek Christ. It means that whatever thing Christ leads us to, that is what we can seek and focus on. Why? It is because Christ is seated at the right hand of God, the side of power, activity, and strength. The things below, were worldly, unspiritual and things devoid of God. The reason, says the Apostle is that “you have died. Your life is hidden with Christ, in God.” In other words, a believer can only have a memory of the old life. He or she must now live in the new life – because the old one is death. The old life is death now. There is no life to be found in the old life, which is lived according to laws based on the old mindset, on philosophies and on things devoid of Christ. A believer is kept, protected in God, and their following of Christ will be apparent when the Lord comes back at the end of time. But that is lived by faith in the resurrection of Christ, which allows the believer to live in a new mindset and faith. That mindset is renewed, brought to life from a prior spiritually dead reality.
When you follow Christ, you will experience temptations to make your comfort, your riches, or your own plans more important than Christ himself. There are people that start with Christ, but stray from Christ by living the old life. Our task, dearly beloved, is to know our Lord and Savior well to prevent such a backsliding in our lives. To know His teachings and the Old Testament well, which he referenced constantly. If we come to know God well, we will make everything of ours His as a priority. If Christ truly becomes our everything, then when a Christless philosophy or worldly plan comes to our attention to take Christ’s place, we will be able to laugh at it and lower it from its inflated position down to where it belongs in oblivion. 
We will know God well when we read the Bible thoroughly - when we learn its correct interpretations well. We will know God well when we worship Him consistently and wholeheartedly – when we form friendships with devout Christians. Then, there will be no wrong idea, plan or attractive temptation that will be able to deceive us to abandon Christ. 
Let your minds be focused on Christ. May your thoughts be about the deeds, words and plans of our Savior who is in heaven above. May they be about His sending of the Holy Spirit from the Father, which happened at Pentecost.
Think on the things above; the things of this world lead to emptiness – so put these away. Because you belong to Christ and not to the world. The Lord bless you all. Amen.

