Walking in Christ

	6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. (Colossians 2:6-10, ESV)

	As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him. 
	Greetings in the Lord! I hope that your week has been a good one, and that you are here to learn and to be inspired by God’s Word today. Our passage is taken from the letter to the Colossians, within which the Apostle Paul points out a church-related issue. It was an issue of doctrine – about Christ and the world. As he talks about the latter, the Apostle gives some instructions to the church. Today’s sermon title is short answer to the problem that he speaks about in the letter. Let’s talk, then, about the solution to the above problem, which is simply to walk in or with Christ.
	Now, whatever a believer’s issue may be, it is up to the believer to have a lifestyle informed by faith in Christ, and not one that espouses ideas that go against the Gospel message of salvation. The church of Colossae was not far from Ephesus and was a reasonably significant Christian center in the years of the expansion of the church throughout the Roman Empire. It was established by Paul’s disciple Epaphras, and, as we said was dealing with false teachings spreading within that community. The point of the letter to the Colossian church was to remind them of the right doctrine and lifestyle based on it. 
	The Apostle said, “As you received Christ, continue in the same way.” Another way to say that would be, “Continue to believe and live in obedience to Christ as your Lord, basing your faith on the truth of Scripture and not on the ideas floating around in the culture around you.” Those ideas were based on human traditions, doctrines about angels and the elements, and did not give Christ the place He deserved over all of creation. 
Why should the church members continue in Christ as they first believed? Because in Christ is the fullness or completeness of God. The culture’s philosophies or ideas cannot grasp God. Focusing on Old Testament traditions or other ideas also take away from the truth of Christ. The false teachers were trying to live a spiritual life without Christ, by trying to “be spiritual” in thru their own natural means, apart from obedience and relationship to God thru Christ. 
The Apostle’s message could not be clearer: as you first accepted the faith (or were converted), remain passionate toward Jesus, in your love and devotion toward Him. Do not be affected by people who have a better way to live based on their own nice intellectual ideas of salvation and a better way to live. In a sense, Paul was saying, “There is nothing lacking in your faith if you remain focused on Christ; on the contrary, those who try to solve life with the minds stray from the faith.”
Everyone who received Christ by faith is like the thief on the Cross next to Jesus. He received Christ by grace. There were nails in his hands, so he could not work for the Lord. There were nails or one nail holding down his feet, so he could not travel and spread the news about Jesus. But he asked one thing of the Lord, and he received salvation by Jesus’ word. He who thought they were smarter than the thief and wished to walk differently in their life (outside of Christ), would fall into the same trap as many do today. 
Notice how people work so hard to keep themselves happy and at the end wind up concluding that life was empty (if they remained outside of Christ). If we venture outside of our immediate church-circles, we will see how people rely on themselves, their possessions or their ideas for meaning and ultimate salvation. He who has accepted Christ as Lord, however, does not need those ideas that are not based in God’s truth. 
If, you, dear brothers and sisters, have acquaintances or friends that rely on their great education, knowledge or comfortable lives as evidence of “being right” or “doing things the right way,” or if some rely on their successes in their careers, in schooling for meaning in their lives, let us work to remind them that life does not end well without salvation and without persevering in Christ. Our task, dear brothers and sisters, in the face of worldly thought systems which are found everywhere around us and sometimes even creep into our own families, is to continue the path of the faith we first had in Christ at the beginning. It is to recognize the erroneous ideas and to disallow them from forming roots within our personal and corporate lives as families, as churches, as communities.
Practically, this means learning the difference between us and the various philosophies and religions that surround us. We should not be ignorant of different systems of faith, but know how to defend ourselves, where their errors are, and how to stand strong on the word of God. 
May God grant us to remain steadfast in the face of various ideas which can pull us away from Christ. 
As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in Him. The Lord bless you all. 
