
Abiding and Bearing Fruit

	“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. (John 15:1-4, ESV)

	A faith-filled life bears fruit by remaining connected to Jesus Christ.
	Greetings to everyone as we continue to talk today about spiritual life, specifically about fruitfulness. The New Testament clearly shows us that the believer’s life becomes fruitful when it is connected to the True Vine (Jesus Christ Himself). Just what is the way to be fruitful, and what are those fruits which Jesus talks about? It’s worth to take a look at the answer once again. Let’s talk, then, about a spiritual life that is fruitful. 
	The Christian life is a lifetime of remaining in God. In today’s passage, we read Jesus’ seventh statement about His own identity, namely being the True Vine. Here are the rest, with today’s title being the last one, all from the Gospel of John. 
1. I am the Bread of Life
2. I am the Light of the Word
3. I am the Door to the Sheep
4. I am the Good Shepherd
5. I am the Resurrection and the Life
6. I am the Way, the Truth, and The Life
7. I am the True Vine (today’s title)
Another interesting note is that if this teaching took place near the Temple of God in Jerusalem, it is very probable that the disciples would see a large golden grapevine just above the doorway to that temple, which would make them think, “If Jesus is the True Vine, then what is the Temple?” It is also important to realize that Jesus’ statement about being the True Vine is said in contrast to Isaiah 5:7, which says the following:
“For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts  is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; 
for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!”
The latter juxtaposition of Jesus’ saying vs. what we see in Isaiah means that Jesus was the True Vine which brought good fruit, while Israel did not. 
In order for the branches to bear fruit or results, they simply need to stay connected to the Vine. If they get disconnected, they die. If the disciples remain connected to Jesus, they will bear fruit. If they veer from Him, they will die. The fruits themselves are a just and holy life, and new converts as a result of ministry. Another way to say that is that the fruits are the testimonies that occur through a life lived in Christ, as God cleanses us and prunes the unnecessary growths and branches so that we grow even more. 
Oh how difficult are life’s pressurized moments, when the end of them are not visible and only pain and suffering exist! But the one who remains in faith in those moments will grow even more when they begin to grow in new ways, with new branches and shoots. God sometimes cleanses us of our unneeded deeds and weakness by removing them – and then, we find that we grow even more. 
So, what do we do with this knowledge? Let us stay connected, holding tightly to Christ as God the Father cleanses and forms us. Yes, His knife is sharp, and we may wind up changing  or being cleansed by going through great pain, but afterwards, just as grapevines, fig trees and olive trees give fruit no matter how hard the season in those parts of the world, we also will bear increasingly more fruit because of our steadfast faith in Christ. 
Therefore: even in trials, let us hold tightly to Christ. Let’s not move even an inch away from Christ. Your growth is His job – yours is to remain loyal and obedient to Him. 
The Lord bless you all. Amen.
