
Children Listening to God

11Come, O children, listen to me;
    I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is there who desires life
    and loves many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep your tongue from evil
    and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Turn away from evil and do good;
    seek peace and pursue it. (Psalm 34:11-14, ESV)

	Hello everyone, welcome back to church! I hope your summers were blessed and peaceful. Today we are talking about how the fear of the Lord is the most important and foundational lesson that we can learn. Hopefully this sermon series is going to be different for you because we’ll be talking about how to be as church members (meaning believer/followers of Christ) rather than those that have not come to saving faith. My hope is that you will be enriched by the various topics pertaining to Christian spiritual life. 
	Now, if I wanted to summarize the Scripture above, we could say that the fear of the Lord is expressed by doing and speaking that which is good (in a life and context of Christian faith). As you know, deeds and words are closely related, sometimes directly connected to each other. In today’s 34th Psalm, we can see that the writing sounds like a teacher or parent speaking. In reality, though, the word “children” was often used for pupils of the traveling teachers (or rabbis) of the day, just like the twelve disciples of Jesus. As far as the questions about desiring life and loving many days, they are really pointing to the same thing: the Bible is really inviting us to ask ourselves: do we want to find the God-given meaning to our specific lives? Clearly, as followers of our Teacher (Jesus), we have already answered “Yes.” His response to the latter (as Teacher and God) is, “then fear the Lord:” in other words, “Live a moral life (according to God’s standards in His Word).” Let your deeds be good – know the quality of your words, especially becoming aware when your words risk being unkind or deceitful. In truth, the above is one of the foundations of one who lives a just, peaceful life. 
	Words and deeds can bring great blessing or disturbance – but there is something more to this: we are not only to avoid what is evil, but to seek and pursue peace. God’s peace no longer exists in the world (meaning among the unbelieving masses). We need to pursue and establish peace intentionally – so that we may avoid a disorderly and immoral life. 
	For example, when you release a boat without anyone rowing or guiding it, it goes to where the ones in the board might not want. However, if there is effort to specify that same vessel in the correct direction, it reaches its goal and the right location. 
	Brothers and sisters, God has given us His love in Jesus – how good it is when we respond to the love by loving each other, serving together, and sharing His love with others.  
	May the Lord grant the blessing of growing in love on the foundation of His moral dictates – that God’s love to us would grab the attention of others and bring them to know God personally. The Lord Bless you all. Amen.
