Work for the Lord
Colossians 3:1-4 & 23-24

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

*  *  *  *  *

There is always a misconception that labor was a punishment imposed on humanity because of sin. When Adam disobeyed God and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God “cursed the ground” and told Adam that from that day on, “through painful toil” and “by the sweat of your brow” he would eat his food (Genesis 3:17–19). Many people use this passage as a reason to despise work and consider it unpleasant, burdensome, or unfruitful toil.
The truth, however, is otherwise.

In Genesis 2:15, we read that from the very beginning, even before sin entered human life, God “took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” Work, therefore, was part of God’s original plan for humanity, whom He created in His own image. God entrusted human beings with the care of the land in which they would live.

We celebrate Labor Day this morning, and we thank God for trusting us with jobs and making us partners with Him in His ongoing work of creation.

Work, dear friends, has intrinsic value because it was ordained by God from the beginning. God did not condemn us to work as a consequence of sin. Work itself has never been a punishment. It is people who, at times, make work more difficult, stressful, and, in some cases, less productive. This happens when selfishness and greed take control. That was never God’s original design or purpose for our labor. His plan was to motivate us in doing good at work, and God has never changed that plan.

In the Scripture passage that we just read, the Apostle Paul provides the key to making work more pleasant and productive. He writes, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord” (Colossians 3:23–24).

Now, working for the Lord does not necessarily mean choosing ministry as your income-earning profession, even though such work can be deeply fulfilling and pleasing to God. Rather, it means serving God’s purposes in whatever field or job position you have. It means putting aside selfishness, pride, and greed. It means working from a heart of love.

Love in the workplace will make you a light to those around you. This is also what Jesus taught in Matthew 5:16 when He said, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” In the context of our work, our loving attitude and good work can become that light, and our co-workers can be the others who see it.

“Serve wholeheartedly,” the Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “as if you were serving the Lord, not people, because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do” (Ephesians 6:5–8).

If you ever despise going to work, especially on Monday mornings, or if you consider your work an ordeal, try looking at it biblically. Consider your employment a divine gift, and consider God to be your ultimate employer. When you do, you will begin to enjoy your work even more. You will also discover that your greatest compensation is not always the paycheck you receive, but the reward that comes from knowing that you are serving God through your labor.

That reward will be even greater when you also practically serve God through your service to the church and the community.

Next Sunday, we will have our annual church picnic, and certainly there will be a need for many willing hands. With Picnic Sunday, all church activities, besides worship, will resume. All these activities require the participation of the congregation, and you are all called to join.

When you serve the Lord through the church, your labor will not only be appreciated, but it can also strengthen your attitude toward your regular work. It can motivate you to contribute more, to serve more willingly, and to recognize that every opportunity to serve is an opportunity to honor God.

One final thought before I end this message. In Matthew 4:19, Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Being “fishers of men” should be our aim even at the place of our regular work. 

This call of Jesus and the invitation to work for the Lord is always valid. Labor Day can be a good opportunity for us to accept it. When we do, even our daily toil can become a meaningful and pleasing venture in the service of God.

Have a happy Labor Day!

