Is it Possible to Inherit the Kingdom?
Mark 10:17-27
Scripture Reading
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 
19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!
 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”

*  *  *  *  *
Preachers often try to avoid this passage because they fear it may offend the rich and the wealthy.
But how do we define who is rich and who is poor? There is always someone poorer than the poor and someone richer than the rich. So, in reality, this passage is not primarily about wealth. Rather, it is about How to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, and is it ever possible?
This is a question that has always crossed my mind and I am sure you have wondered about it too. That is, with all the human weakness that I carry, is it possible to meet or satisfy all biblical requirements and thus inherit the Kingdom of God?
This passage provides a very comforting and promising answer.
The Gospel tells that a man ran up to Jesus, fell on his knees, and asked, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
Before reflecting on Jesus' answer, notice several admirable qualities in this man. He ran to the right source. He approached Jesus with humility and respect, kneeling before Him and calling Him "Good Teacher." Then, when Jesus questioned him, he sincerely testified that he had kept the commandments from his youth.
Jesus loved him. He appreciated this young man's devotion to the Law and his sincere desire to inherit eternal life. Yet, despite all the admirable qualities he displayed, they were still not enough. The young man failed to grasp the full meaning of the very first commandment: "You shall have no other gods before Me." 
Dear friends, this first commandment is the foundation of all the others. If we truly honor God above all else, then obedience to the remaining commandments naturally follow.
Jesus went on to expose the true god of this young man's heart—it was his possessions. He told him to sell what he owned, give the proceeds to the poor, and then come and follow Him. Notice that "possessions" here are not limited to financial wealth. Jesus was calling him to remove every rival to God from his life.
Jesus expected a favorable response from this sincere and respectful young man. Instead, He saw the man's face fall with sadness and watched him walk away. As long as his possessions occupied the throne of his heart, it was impossible for him to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.
Keeping this young man's experience in mind, and then hearing Jesus say, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God," we may begin to wonder whether anyone can enter God's Kingdom.
Let me remind us once again that this warning is not limited to the wealthy. Even those who possess very little can become enslaved by what they have. The issue is not the size of our possessions but the condition of our hearts. Whether our possessions are great or small makes little difference. We can become just as attached to our ambitions, our comfort, our reputation, our achievements, or even to ourselves.
Humanly speaking therefore, inheriting eternal life seems impossible. But that is precisely where the Gospel begins. It begins with Jesus opening the door for us. In fact, Jesus Himself is the Door to God's Kingdom, and we can always enter through Him. But first we must understand and embrace these truths:
· Jesus came into the world because God so loved us. To experience His love, we must respond by loving Him above all else.
· Jesus gave His life because He cared for us. To receive His care, we must learn to care for others.
· Jesus shed His precious blood because He desired to redeem us. To experience His forgiveness and redemption, we must confess our sins and be willing to forgive those who have sinned against us.
· Jesus secured the inheritance that God prepared from the very beginning for His children. To receive that inheritance, we must lay aside our pride, surrender our self-centered ambitions, remove every idol from our hearts, and worship God alone.
Loving God more than anything else is the key to the Kingdom of Heaven. That key may seem as impossible to use as a camel trying to pass through the eye of a needle. Yet we must never forget Jesus' glorious promise:"With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
So, is it possible to inherit eternal life? 
Yes, it is. Not because we are good enough, wealthy enough, or religious enough, but because God makes possible what is impossible for us.
Conclusion
Our calling is to become poor in spirit, just as Jesus taught; to turn away from the idols of this world; and to live wholeheartedly for Christ. When Christ becomes the greatest treasure of our hearts, the Kingdom of Heaven has already begun to take hold within us.
May God grant us the grace to love Him above all else, to follow Christ without reservation, and to rejoice in the eternal inheritance He has prepared for all who belong to Him.
Amen
