A New Beginning
Isaiah 43:14-19

Scripture Reading:

14 This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“For your sake I will send to Babylon and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians, in the ships in which they took pride.
15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your King.”
16 This is what the Lord says—he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters,
17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

May God bless the reading of His Word.
*  *  *  *  *

It is a common practice to study the symbolic meaning of numbers in the Bible. This study is called "numerology". The numbers 3, 7, and 40 for example are most popular. Jesus rose from the dead on the third day. God completed His work of creation in six days and rested on the seventh. Jesus fasted for forty days in the wilderness. So 3, 7 and 40 are Biblical numbers. 

But what about the number 8? Have you ever thought about its significance in the Bible?

To be honest, I had never given much thought to number 8 in the Bible. So I did a little research to discover that the number 8 is often associated with new beginnings or regeneration. Since mathematically and symbolically 8 follows 7, (which signifies complete and finished work), the eighth item or day starts a fresh count and a new order. It represents the start of a new cycle—a fresh new beginning.
*  *  *  *  *
We are now in August, which is the eighth month of the year. I therefore would like to use this opportunity to reflect on the new beginning that God offers each one of us.

Our God is the God of new beginnings. Throughout Scripture, He repeatedly promises His people a fresh start. One beautiful example is found in Isaiah 43, where God declares: "See, I am doing a new thing". Then in Revelation 21:1, God promises "new heavens and new earth."

God's promise of "new heavens and new earth" is nothing less than a new beginning—a new life that He has always desired for His people. It is a new way that He opens in the wilderness of your life. It is a stream in the wasteland. But there is one condition. You must be open to it and willing to leave the past behind. Remember God said, "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past."

Dear friends, God does not hold your past against you. Instead, He continually offers you a new beginning. And the truth is, we all need one. No matter what happened yesterday, whether it was a day of victory or failure, today is a new day. You can begin again. The question is whether that new beginning will be with God or without Him.

The reality is that we are all vulnerable to failure—not only in what we do, but also in our relationship with God. Think about it. How many times have you neglected God and slowly drifted toward the values and distractions of this world? Or perhaps you became disappointed because God did not answer your prayers the way you expected, and you gradually drifted away from your fellowship with Him. I suppose more than we can count. That is why we need a new beginning. 

Now, you may be afraid to start over. You may wonder, "What if I fail again?" But remember this: God does not keep a record of your failures. Instead, He lovingly invites you to begin again. 

Remember, when humanity failed Him, God did not abandon the world. He did not destroy it completely. Instead, He sent His only Son so that the world could have a new beginning. Jesus sacrificed His life to give you a new life. Through His death and resurrection, He opened the door to it. That new life is the better and brighter life with Him.

*  *  *  *  *

Coming back to August and to number 8, it also carries an important reminder for the church. Traditionally, August is one of the quietest months of the year. Many ministries slow down, and many people are away on vacation. Yet perhaps that is exactly why August is the ideal time to prepare for a new beginning. It is the month to plan for the restart of church faith related activities.

But let us keep this in mind: a new beginning for the church means very little unless it is accompanied by a new beginning in each of our own lives. So, no matter where you are spiritually, and no matter how far you may feel you have fallen, God is able to lift you up. He is ready to forgive, restore, and give you a fresh start. Trust Him. Place your faith in Him, and let this August—the eighth month—be the beginning of a new chapter in your walk with God and your service to APC.

Amen
