Our Loving God Jesus

	36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”
41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with him began to say among[h] themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (Luke 7:36-50)

	Jesus’ love awakens our own love. Greetings in the Lord as we continue to talk today about Jesus’ identity through His deeds and words. Today’s Scripture passage answers the question of how God’s relationship to the sinner looks, as well as how to deal with a brother, sister, compatriot, or fellow church member, when they are in sin? Jesus gives the answer to these very clearly through the passage. 
	God’s love changes people’s lives and invites them to respond with love and gratitude in turn. We need to realize, first of all, that God was revealing Himself further through Jesus. Through this and each other episode in Jesus’ life, God was showing the people what kind of person He was and is. Every detail was important to notice. 
	In the Scripture reading, we find that Jesus went to a Pharisee’s home. He would wind up stressing the fact that He was close to the sinners and had authority to forgive their sins. That forgiveness was God’s love in action – it was a reason for the forgiven to love Him back and devote themselves to Him. The meal was a public gathering, even though within a house. The doors would be left open during such gatherings, and even uninvited guests could come in and sit at the edges of the room to listen in on the conversation. The sinful woman who came in had to have great courage to enter the Pharisee’s home like that. From her demeanor, however, we understand that she was very much moved by Jesus. Her actions showed humility and devotion – she showed deep respect and love toward the Lord. When she was wetting his feet with her tears, the original word for the crying was the same word used elsewhere in the Bible for heavy rain – meaning that it was a flow of tears coming from her eyes. When Luke writes about her kissing Jesus’ feet, he uses the same word that was used in describing how the Father kisses his prodigal son in the parable that Jesus told, as well as the time when the elders of the church of Ephesus kissed Paul the Apostle goodbye never to see him again. These were heartfelt kisses – not ones out of duty. 
	In all the above, the Pharisee was annoyed. It was in that moment, however, that Jesus told the parable of the two debtors – to show that the one who is forgiven much loves much and vice versa. The Pharisee was forgiven of little, but not because his sins were few – but because he was not aware of his own great sinfulness (which included his critical spirit toward Jesus). He had sinned little, but only in his own eyes. 
	There was once a story of a woman who said, “the man I had dinner with today was the one who once killed my brother.” The woman told of how a couple decades prior, the killer, whose name was John, had killed her brother and then was sentenced to 18 years in jail, and then settled on a farm afterwards. About 2 years after his exit from jail, the woman went to him, obeying the Lord’s command to forgive him, and after having met him there, had pronounced forgiveness over him. Then, she took him to her (and her deceased brother’s) father and reconciliation had taken place between killer and father of the killed. The man, at the time of the writing of the story still had not yet accepted Christ but was very moved as he shared with his Prison Fellowship the following: “Christians are the only people who, you could kill their child, and they make you a part of their family. I don’t know the Man Upstairs, but I am sure He is hounding me.” 
	In Jesus’ story in the passage, the woman had already experienced forgiveness. She was showing reverence for Jesus with heart in response to that sense. She was aware that her sins were numerous, but that Jesus had accepted her – since He had already allowed her to approach Him and honor Him in the ways she did. 
Meanwhile, the Pharisee, who was supposed to be the most self-aware of all the people (other than Jesus), was completely blind to the love of God manifesting in that moment. 
We also, if we understand just how much Jesus loves us, would be much greater lovers of God and people. We are all great sinners. Jesus, however, has forgiven us, too, if we recognize just how much He has forgiven and helped us through. 
Therefore, if we want to grow in faith, we are called to see Jesus’ great forgiveness for the great sins we have committed. For as much as we become aware of the greatness of God’s forgiveness, the more we will become grateful and God-loving people – and that will also affect our daily interactions with the people around us. 
God’s love changes peoples’ lives and invites them to live with gratitude and love. Jesus’ love ignites our own love. The Lord bless you – Amen. 

