Responding to Jesus

24 When John's messengers had gone, Jesus[f] began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
    who will prepare your way before you.’
28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 (When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
31 “To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
    we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’
33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”  (Luke 7:24-35, ESV)

	Jesus’ invitation is for everyone – and we are called to be ready in every way to answer it. Greetings in the Lord as we talk today about God’s invitation (to follow Christ). In the Bible, God is constantly inviting His creation to turn to Him, work with Him, run to Him for help and make Him their God. However, as we see in the reading above, many reject that invite and keep themselves out of the life He gives. Today we’re going to talk about the answer to that invitation, and how we can be better positioned to answer it. Let’s talk, then, about how we carry ourselves in relation to God…
	If we take on the attitude of the repentant tax collector in Scripture rather than that of the Scribes, we will be able to perceive Jesus’ invitation and answer it. The imagery is quite clear: however, we need to talk about what was said about John the Baptist to clarify why Jesus talked about him. The Lord said that John the Baptist was the greatest prophet before Christ Himself, because John pointed Jesus out and facilitated the beginning of Christ’s ministry (through the Baptism in the Jordan River). John was the one who spread the call to repentance – the call for people to repent and live holy lives. Why was he the greatest in the Old Covenant? Because John the Baptist pointed to the Door to the Kingdom of God. But the one pointing to the Door needed to enter in as well – and for that reason, John was still just a beginner in the Kingdom of God. He was not following after Jesus as the twelve disciples were doing.
	After having clarified that John’s invitation to repentance was right, those who were repenting, the tax collectors and other unnamed people glorified God – because the one who is repentant is better able to see their need of a Savior than the one who chooses not to turn away from their sin. For the Pharisees and Scribes, their own lives were just fine. They were already complete – they were already following the Law (of Moses), and they did not need a Savior. This thought came from the fact that they were not honest with their own personal imperfect and wrong-headed spiritual lives. This is why Jesus said that these (latter) folk were like children. One gave the joyful invitation – that was Jesus Himself, saying for the weary and heavily burdened to come to Him to receive their rest, to which they did not respond – while the other invitation, pictured as a funeral dirge, was the call to repentance by John, to which they also refused to listen. 
	You see, genuine repentance cannot exist without faith. Whenever there is genuine faith, there is a genuine repentance. Both activities are two facets of the same turning – a turning away from sin in the direction of God… The two cannot be separated; they are simply complementary parts of the same process.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See Berkhoff, Systematic Theology, 487] 

	What about us? Well, as long as we are alive, both invitation types are for us. The invitation is not just to believe in Jesus, but also to follow Him. We must realize that Jesus was not speaking to pagans in this passage – He was talking to fellow Jews, who were the only people aware of the True God. 
	Today, Jesus expects that when there is a call to repent from sin or when there is a sweet call to follow Him, that we not become hardened of heart like those “kids” who did not respond, neither by rejoicing in dancing or mourning by crying – that we not be like them and insist on our own human, imperfect and stubborn will over and against God’s will. It is this latter group that want neither repentance, nor rejoicing in the Lord and the life He gives. (They think they have everything they need without Jesus). 
	Therefore, the invitation is out – it’s always there. Sometimes to repent unto Christ, and sometimes to rejoice in Him. However, responding to the invitation (especially to repent) is easier if we admit our own sins rather than pretend to know everything and deny that we need to be changed personally. 
	Again, Jesus’ invitation is for everybody – we are called to be ready in every way to respond. May the Lord bless you all. Amen.
