Don’t Look for Another

18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” (Luke 7:18-23, ESV)

When we get to know Jesus well, that helps us to avoid looking for other saviors. Greetings in the Lord as we talk today about knowing the Lord. How can we know the things that the Lord does? I ask this especially because in biblical times as well as now, everyone seems to find a solution for their personal issues, but not necessarily in the Lord. Even so, we can comfortably say that God is still working among us, though it remains up to us to accept His deeds as His, even they look different and are done differently than what and how we expect God to manifest in our lives. Let’s talk, then, about expecting and recognizing the Lord. 
If the Lord’s deeds are going to help our own personal lives and the church to grow, then we are called to get to know how God works. The concept is very simple: if you want to know who it is that did a certain action, you look for their fingerprints in the works themselves. Speaking of the Scripture passage, we see that John the Baptist sends messengers to Jesus because he is already in jail by this time. We should also remember that he had declared Jesus the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world earlier in his ministry. He had said that Jesus would judge with fire and burn up the chaff (the unbelievers in Him). Now, however, John was seeing something else in Jesus’ ministry journey. The Lord was not using “fire;” the major, serious judgments were not happening – punishments were not falling from the sky on evil leaders and people. This is why he asked Jesus, “Are you the One who is coming, or should we wait for someone else?” 
You see, even the most seasoned believer, who, in this case, was Jesus’ own relative, could waver in his faith. But that wavering or temporary weakening was not something inevitable. It happened because John the Baptist was influenced by that day’s cultural expectations of what the Messiah was supposed to do. He had not realized that Jesus was going to show up as the softer spoken, suffering and crucified Savior according to Isaiah. Jesus showed up as the preacher to the poor, the giver of sight to the blind and healing to the lame and other suffering souls. Even though Jesus had openly read the prophet Isaiah in the synagogue and attributed Isaiah 61 to Himself, John the Baptist had a different picture of the Messiah and how He would deal with the Romans and Herod’s government and the Pharisees’ oppressive and hypocritical religious pressure on the masses. All the above was why he had begun to doubt – because doubt comes when man’s foundation is not on Christ, but on themselves and the surrounding ideas in the culture in which they live. 
Jesus spoke about the latter: that he who builds his life on Jesus’ words is like the one who builds their house on a rock – no matter what adverse circumstances come, that life, that internal peace will not be disturbed. However, if a man builds his life on the fancies of the surrounding culture or their own ideas, the difficulties will come and he will collapse under their pressure. 
Therefore, if you want to get to know Jesus’ works within your own life, it is important to remember His words (in Scripture) and have them internalized (in your heart). It is important for you that Christ and His teachings are your foundation. Your life is like a building – and if your foundation is solid, you will not be disturbed or shaken when trouble comes; but if your foundation is weak, you will collapse and bear much unnecessary pain and suffering. If John the Baptist had remembered the Jesus had preached according to Isaiah’s prophesy of the Messiah, he would not have been shaken, even though he was in jail. 
We also, when the ups and the downs come, are called not to doubt God. He is still working, though sometimes differently than how we expect. Yes, the Evil One and evil happenings exist in this world; but if we remain steadfast in Christ, we will not look elsewhere outside of Him to experience God’s works in and around us. 
Therefore, there is no need to wait for other saviors – Christ continues His work within and among us. It only remains up to us to recognize when God is acting and to remain faithful to the Lord, no matter what negative circumstances come. If the Lord’s deeds are going to help our own personal lives and the church to grow, then we are called to get to know how God works. The Lord bless you all; Amen.
