Jesus The God of Life

	11 Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. (Luke 7:11-17, ESV)

	When we get to know Jesus Christ as the One who raises the dead, we start to believe in the unlimited power of God. Greetings in the Lord as we hear about the power of Christ today. Jesus, during his ministry, attracted a lot of attention through his deeds and words. Specifically, many saw his miracle of raising the dead young man. The important thing, however, was not the size of the crowd, but what they understood from what they witnessed; today, what is important is what we understand when we hear about this miracle done by the Lord. The purpose of today’s message is to understand Jesus’ authority over death, as an important characteristic of his identity. If we take this aspect and put it together with all of the other miracles that he did, we see that only God could have that much power, authority and ability over creation in his deeds. So, let’s see that unlimited power of God through the miracle that Jesus did.
	If Jesus is the Reviver of Man, then we also can be revived, and through Him, so can we revive others. Let’s first take a look at the passage we just read: the town of Nain was not far from Nazareth, where Jesus had grown up. It was perhaps a five-minute ride by car, in today’s estimation. As he was walking, he and the group see a funeral procession exiting with the mother of the deceased and a group with her. Most probably, the child had newly died, and they needed to bury the dead quickly, according to the Jewish laws of the time. The body was not supposed to lay overnight in the home. The family of the deceased did, however, need to ascertain the death, after which they would tear the clothing that they were wearing as a sign of grief. The body would be anointed in order to delay decay and then wrapped in a shroud and placed on a funeral bier or wooden plank and carried toward the gravesite. 
	Jesus, however, touched the bier and in doing so, made himself ceremonially unclean for worship in the Temple at Jerusalem. We know, though, that the Lord’s love for us overcomes every limitation that the Jewish Law and its relevant “uncleanness” statute placed to restrict contact with the dead. The fact that the young man came back to life shows Jesus’ authority over death itself. This was one aspect of Jesus’ Divinity that we see here in this miracle. It is not the entire picture of his Divinity, however. 
	If we continue to read on in Luke, we will see that other facets of Jesus’ Divinity begin to be apparent. Jesus himself says about himself that he is God’s special “Man.” He says that he does God’s unique work; he works in God’s unique style; and that he has God’s power and authority within all that context. At the end of the thematic section, which is in chapter 9, Peter would say that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah and that He was going to carry all our burdens on his shoulders – and by doing so, would win our freedom so that we could follow him and have genuine life through His Spirit. 
	Having said all the above, we can safely say that Jesus, through the above miracle, reminds us that even death is subject to God’s Word. One day, God will bring all of us before him for judgment – and his Son’s blood will be our escape from eternal death. 
	Even in this current life, Jesus revives people through his love and his word. It isn’t necessary for us to be physically dead to need Jesus’ intervention in our lives. Whether it’s that we are dead, dry or tired and suffering spiritually, emotionally, or relationally, we can be freed from those things through Jesus. Additionally, when we do get free and begin to get used to walking in freedom, with more stability and faith, there will come a time when we are supposed to invite others to Jesus, so that they also can come to real life out of their death – because Christianity is the journey from death to life – and without this understanding, we would still be following a law that does not save us, but which only shows us our imperfect and dead spiritual status before God. 
	Therefore we are called to see and to recognize Jesus’ power and by surrendering to Him all those things within us that are dead or bound, bring ourselves toward an increasingly bright and free life. 
	If Jesus is the Reviver of Man, then we also can be revived, and through Him, so can we revive others. May today’s message help us to notice the opportunities to bring to life all those things that should not have been dead in the first place… When we get to know Jesus Christ as the One who raises the dead, we start to believe in the unlimited power of God.

May the Lord bless you all. Amen.	
