
Faith Built on Obedience

46“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” (Luke 6:46-49, ESV)

	Our faith is founded on being obedient to Christ. 
	Greetings in the Lord as we talk today about the importance of obedience as a foundation (for us as Christians). The Lord Jesus had clarified through His teachings the correct understanding of God’s Law in the Old Testament. He was winding down His sermon with a key parable which is also found in Matthew’s Gospel. It was the one with the two houses – and today, we will talk about our stance as followers of Jesus based on that parable. How do we obey, and why? My prayer is that God would remind each of us and clarify the importance of obedience in our spiritual life. Let’s take a look at the parable and think out loud about it for a few minutes…
	A believer’s spiritual life is to be founded on having a deep sense of obedience toward Jesus. What is obedience in the Bible? Well, in Hebrew, shama’ qol, meaning “to hear the voice,” or shamar, “to keep,” are used to express the idea of obedience. In the Greek, the word is hypokouo, meaning “listening from beneath to above.” What’s important to note here is that Jesus says, “Whoever comes to me, and hears my words, and does them,” is the one whose house is established on a deeply built foundation. Jesus gives this image in the context of a long sermon, within which He had just talked about being a blessed people, not being worldly, being loving people, judging rightly and bringing forth good fruit, as the people of God. In other words, what Jesus was showing was that the obedient follower must be in a genuine relationship with Jesus. One cannot be obedient to Christ if he or she is not in Christ. Again, it was not just about coming to Jesus (i.e., having a spiritual rebirth) and choosing to follow Him, and it wasn’t just about hearing Jesus’ words and thinking about them. Jesus also expects His followers to be doers of His words. 
	What is also important to note is that Jesus’ parable is partly inspired by Ezekiel 13:10-16, where God is getting ready to tear down the ministry of the false prophets of Isreal, because they were not presenting solid words (in contrast to Jesus) to their people, while Jesus’ words were solid and stable stones, completely reliable to build on, no matter the adverse circumstances. 
	The Scottish preacher Forsythe once wrote about obedience and said that the duty of every was to first find his Lord, and not his freedom. 
	Therefore, as we continue to shore up our spiritual foundations, we need to realize that Jesus is giving both a promise and a judgment for us at the same time. God promises us that we will be able to withstand all manner of difficulty if our foundations are built upon Jesus’ words and built deeply. As for those who choose another foundation or none at all upon which to build their life, they will collapse when the storms of life come. This is exactly why we must go deeper in our spiritual growth. The circumstances of life need to be faced standing on solid foundations – certain trials and tribulations, especially injustice, death and other evils are impossible to go through unscathed if we are not well founded upon God’s Words. 
	May God show us our own spiritual foundations, that we may continue to strengthen them with the words of Christ; because he who lives life founded upon God’s Words will persevere and thrive; and the waters will come, the storm will arrive, and he will remain steady and truly live.
	A believer’s spiritual life is to be founded on having a deep sense of obedience toward Jesus. God bless you all. Amen.
