Listen to the Father

	My son, do not forget my teaching,  but let your heart keep my commandments,
2 for length of days and years of life   and peace they will add to you.
3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you;  bind them around your neck;  write them on the tablet of your heart.
4 So you will find favor and good success   in the sight of God and man.
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,   and do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge him,   and he will make straight your paths.
7 Be not wise in your own eyes;   fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.
8 It will be healing to your flesh   and refreshment to your bones.
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth   and with the firstfruits of all your produce;
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty,  and your vats will be bursting with wine.
11 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline   or be weary of his reproof,
12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves,  as a father the son in whom he delights. (Proverbs 3:1-12, ESV)

	Before we begin our sermon, I wanted to congratulate all fathers today – may God give you all strength, patience and constant wisdom, so that you may lead your families, the church and our people as pillars, as model father-leaders of God’s family. 
	The best-lived life is one that is lived in God’s wisdom. Greetings to all of you as we talk about our Heavenly Father’s advice on this Father’s Day. Amazingly, the book of Proverbs is not often used in sermons in churches. However, all people groups on earth have proverbs embedded within their everyday speech. So, today, we’re going to talk about one of the main themes of the book, which is the way to live wisely. How can we respect God’s instructions, if not by valuing His words properly? Our message will expand on this concept. 
	If we desire to honor our Heavenly Father and experience the blessings that await us (His children), then we need to heed His words and obey His instructions. The book of Proverbs was compiled, written and organized by King Solomon himself. Within its pages, we find three main ideas: that a wisely lived life can only be done through fearing or revering God; that we must choose wisdom over folly; that our character must be transformed through that Godly wisdom. It is on these three general principles that the rest of the book of Proverbs rests. This is why one must not forget God’s words, especially the Scriptures.[footnoteRef:1] When the word “teaching” is uttered, for Israelites, they would hear the word “Torah”, which was the same word for both teaching, instruction, and the first five books of the Bible. God says through King Solomon that it is wisdom to be loving and faithful – that it is wise to choose to stay in those attitudes. It is wise to hope in the Lord (God our Father) and not on our own short-sighted thoughts. It is important to avoid considering oneself as wiser than God or especially wise, but rather to be wise by having the fear of God and staying clear of evil deeds. It is wise to honor God through our material goods as well as finances. The latter does not mean that there is a transactional promise here.[footnoteRef:2] Remember that Jesus did not have those barns of plenty or vats bursting with wine, and yet He became the means of salvation for all of us. To sum it up, it is important to accept God’s discipline or instruction, which is translated as “corporal discipline” in classical Armenian, without complaining or becoming disheartened. God is our Father who desires to see our steady growth in both worship and godliness. He loves us and the worst punishment for us would be if He left us to make decisions on our own with our own limited wisdom.  [1:  Sometimes, God can give a direction that is specific to your prayers, and that would be an example of God’s Word not written down, but specific to you and your situation. We find that modelled all over the Bible, so we know God can speak directly in addition to through the Bible, as long as what is received is consistent with Biblical teaching. This is a longer topic that deserves its own space and time. ]  [2:  Again, more space is needed here to fully explain – proverbs are not intended as prophetic statements, but are advice and observations based on experience – sometimes they describe, and sometimes they proscribe. This also has to do with the fact that proverbs is wisdom literature, and not prophetic writing. The prosperity gospel preachers make the above error of making such statements as vv. 9-10 into transactional promises.] 

	Someone wrote the following about fathers:
“He teaches kindness by being thoughtful and gracious even at home.
He teaches patience by being gentle and understanding over and over.
He teacher honesty by keeping his promises to his family even when it costs.
He teaches courage by living unafraid with faith, in all circumstances.
He teaches justice by being fair and dealing equally with everyone.
He teaches obedience to God's Word by precept and example as he reads and prays daily with his family.
He teaches love for God and His Church as he takes his family regularly to all the services.
His steps are important because others follow.”
	Therefore, dear fathers, please know that our role in society, the church and our families is indispensable. Our presence, faith and honorable stance before God affect everyone around us. Our calling is to rejoice in the blessing of fatherhood granted by the Lord, and then to be strengthened by His word, to be sources of Godly strength and wisdom to our families and our church. May God bless all fathers today. 
	The Lord bless you all. Amen.

