
Children and Jesus

	13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. (Mark 10:13-16, ESV)

	It is God’s will that we accept God’s Kingdom as children do, so that we can enter it after this life. A blessed day to all of you as we rejoice in both our Sunday School students and our high school graduates. May the Lord bless each student and graduate as they get ready in the summer for the next stage of life or the next grade level. 
	Today, we are going to talk for a few minutes about the how children approach life with faith. It is important to understand what Jesus meant when he said that the Kingdom of God was for those who were like children. My hope is that God will cause us to feel that truth by trusting and being dependent on him, by which we experience his kingdom and eventually enter it. Let’s talk about it…
	Whoever accepts the Lord Jesus like a child does will enter God’s Kingdom. It is crucial to talk a bit about the role of children within this episode. First of all, kids (up to about 12 years of age) were not important in society back in Christ’s time. They were completely dependent on their parents; they were poor, had no voice in society, and were often abused and treated poorly, especially in contexts outside of the Holy Land. They had no weight or power in public. In short, children had no real value to grownups. In the Israelite context, their value was only slightly higher. What is important to note is that when Jesus was referring to the children, he was not referencing their innocence or purity primarily nor was he making an oblique reference to infant baptism in any way. Rather, he was pointing out their helpless and dependent status with relation to their parents. A child back then was living completely dependent on the parents for everything. The latter is why the disciples considered dealing with them as a loss of time for Jesus – they were taking away from His busy schedule. 
	For Jesus, however, it is the helpless, God-dependent ones that will experience God’s blessing and eventual Kingdom. If the disciples hadn’t eventually approached God with the same trust in the Lord, even they would not have experienced God’s blessings. Children were so important for Jesus that he actually got angry at his disciples, something that wasn’t a common emotion for the Lord. 
	A reporter once wrote the following: "Most of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to do, and how to be, I learned in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in the sandbox at nursery school. "These are the things I learned: Share everything. Play fair. Don't hit people. Put things back where you found them. Clean up your own mess. Don't take things that aren't yours. Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody . . . When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. " 
	Therefore, Jesus is not inviting us to be uneducated or ignorant, as children are, relative to adults. Rather, He calls us to lean on God as they lean on their parents (and ultimately God). 
	May we lean on God as they do; may we be dependent on Him and may our faith be focused on Him, since He is our true Parent. May we accept Jesus by faith, trust and lifestyle – because those who will enter the Kingdom of God must approach Jesus Christ as children do. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
