Like the Teacher

	37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.
43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. (Luke 6:37-45, ESV)

	A Christian’s lifegoal is to be living and loving people according to the example of Jesus. Happy Sunday to you all, as we talk today about our Supreme Teacher Jesus, and how to be like Him. In truth, if we want to be on the path of becoming more and more complete Christian over time, we are called to internalize and own God’s teachings as a part of our lives. Having said that, let’s go into a bit more detail. 
	The way a Christian carries themselves needs to be based on God’s teachings and not personal standards. It is clear that Jesus explains right behavior in a unique way. For example, when he says, “Do not judge,” he means, “Do not punish or condemn others, thereby taking God’s place and prerogative.” Rather, if we read further down the passage, we see that everyone should be looking at their own faults, so that they can see the other’s faults clearly and then help them. When it comes to giving, the Lord says, “those who do good because of inspiration from God will receive, in turn, the benevolence of God themselves.” Jesus is saying that we ought to be giving people because our hearts have been changed by God. He is not saying that when God sees what or the amount that we give, that He will enrich us financially in a transactional manner.
	When Jesus talks about being blind, he is talking about people rejecting or ignoring His teachings. Those that reject Jesus or ignore Him will be condemned and punished, according to His saying. The perfect or complete disciple is the one who is in unity with his teacher and has learned well from him. Students of rabbis back in Jesus’ day did not only learn concepts or facts, but also lifestyle and obedience through their courses of instruction. Rabbis (religious teachers) were often itinerant, and their disciples/students physically followed them around as they learned from them. The latter was not unique to just Jesus’ case – it was common in the culture to have that setup. Jesus was different, however, in that He was and is the Chosen Savior-God. 
	In the case of the speck in the eye and the beam, it is clear that Jesus is saying that a disciple’s first responsibility is to cleanse oneself of wrongdoing, before judging his brother. There needs to be love shown to the errant brother, and the unmerciful approach of an unbeliever. Tied to this topic was the truth that the life-results of mankind, their fruits, originate from their hearts. In other words, what a man is can be understood over time from their life-attitudes, their judgments, their deeds and words. 
	Today, it is up to us to work on ourselves and have Christ as our constant standard. If we are in a position to judge or to condemn, we must consider our own weakness and sins prior to doing so. If we need to forgive someone but we are wavering, we must remember that to forgive another is a commanded reality in Scripture. We are to forgive so that we are forgiven by God. We must work on our heart-convictions, so that our good deeds are done with full effort, seeing Christ’s example of life before us. 
	Therefore, let us have Jesus’ example in mind when we are going to judge, to forgive, to be generous or to work with each other in church. May God give us the revelation of Jesus’ perfection, and strengthen our awareness of His presence, so that our lives can be perfect or complete like our Teacher, as much as is humanly possible. 
	The way a Christian carries themselves needs to be based on God’s teachings and not personal standards. A Christian’s lifegoal is to be living and loving people according to the example of Jesus.

