A Memorial For Jesus
Joshua 4:1-7

"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends." (John 15:13)

In April 1866, in Columbus, Mississippi, after decorating the graves of her two sons who had died for their beloved South, an elderly woman walked to two small mounds of dirt at the corner of the cemetery and placed memorial flowers there as well.
“What are you doing?” her friends grumbled. “Don’t you know those are the graves of two Union soldiers—your enemies?”
Softly, that compassionate mother replied, “I know. But I also know that somewhere in the North, a mother or a young wife mourns for them just as we mourn for ours.”

It was this loving gesture of a godly mother that helped inspire our nation to set aside a Memorial Day to honor the men and women who sacrificed their lives for our freedom.

Scripture encourages us to remember and honor those who have gone before us, especially those who willingly sacrificed their lives for others. In Joshua chapter 4, after the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, God instructed them to set up a memorial of twelve stones so that future generations would never forget the great things He had done for them. Yes, it was God’s work, but God also used faithful people who obeyed His commands and were willing to lay down their lives for others.

Memorials and days of remembrance, therefore, are biblical. They help us remember those who remained faithful to God and to their fellow man. Even more importantly, memorials challenge us to follow the example of those we honor and remember.

Today, as we remember the fallen soldiers, we are also reminded of the sacrifice our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, made for humanity. Of all the sacrifices honorable men and women have made throughout history, none can compare to the ultimate sacrifice God made when He gave His only Son. Jesus Christ laid down His life on the cross not only for one particular race or nation—not only for people of the North or the South, the East or the West—but for every person in this troubled world. That is why the cross has become the universal symbol of sacrifice and the everlasting memorial of Christ’s love.

Friends, it is right to honor those who made sacrifices for our nation, but such remembrance becomes truly meaningful only when we also honor Jesus Christ. Remember, it was He who gave inspiration, strength, and courage to many of the men and women we honor today, enabling them to stand against evil and fight for freedom. Yes, love of country led them into service, but for many, it was love of Christ that gave them the courage to face death.

Conclusion: The observance of Memorial Day becomes most meaningful when, alongside placing a wreath at a tomb, we also look to the cross, honor God’s Son, Jesus Christ, carry our own smaller cross, and walk faithfully with the Lord even when the road becomes rough and challenging.

Only then will our lives leave a lasting testimony—and even more importantly, God will remember us in His eternal Kingdom.

May God bless the memory of all those who died for God and country. Amen.

