Old and New Covenants

33 And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.” 34 And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” 36 He also told them a parable: “No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is good.’” (Luke 5:33-39, ESV)

	We as Christians are different – because Jesus gave us a new life. I hope that you are all doing well in the Lord and had a good week. Today, we’ll be talking about why we as Christians enjoy a unique state of affairs. We’ll talk about the value of Christ as well as how it is not possible to live as a Christian through an Old Testament mindset, when we belong to the New.
	Through Jesus, the spirituality of the Old Testament (or Covenant) is out of place for us Christians. In the Scripture passage, Jesus clarifies that it was not appropriate for his disciples to fast – they would do that later, He said, but not while He was still with them. His presence among them was cause for celebration. He said something beyond that, however, through two short parables.
	To summarize: Jesus is like a piece of new cloth which absolutely cannot be placed on an old garment to patch it up. If tried, the old would not be repaired, and neither would the new perform the function it was intended for properly, since it would cause the old garment to tear. Jesus is also like new wine in that day, which could not be poured into old wineskins, since the gases that were released from fermentation would destroy the old wineskin, since the old could not stretch any farther. New wine must be put in new wineskins, since the new container can handle the off gassing from the wine, since it is still flexible and able to expand.
	What does all the above mean? Simply that what Jesus brings as the New way of being God’s people cannot be mixed or united with the religion of the Old Testament. Judaism cannot contain within itself what Jesus is or brings. Even in the case of fasting and prayer, they are not done as a duty or in light of Moses anymore, but with the hope of Christ’s Return. We say in the Lord’s Prayer, “They Kingdom come.” Jesus does add, however, that some would reject Him since they were fine with their status quo; that because they were used to the old, they would reject the new in Jesus. When Jesus arrived on the scene, He forced people to make a decision by His life and ministry: people either had to choose Him or return to their old ways, within which was no salvation, not then, not ever. 
Jesus’ life was different (from His predecessor faith-leaders). His inspiration came from direct relationship with the Father. His power came from direct friendship with the Holy Spirit. His ministry was powerful in ways not seen before and not expected. Not everyone appreciated or like that power. Jesus, however, with perfect justice and judgment, stood against the spirituality of all the important people of the day around Him.
As an example, today we might say that when that when a country has a change in leadership, our lives as citizens change due to that fact, whether we like the change or not. Or, when a student moves up a class, it is only natural that he will have different textbooks and a different experience. 
Of course, the most important change of “class” is the change from unbelief to accepting Christ’s salvation and beginning to live it out personally. It is to begin a life of relationship with God through Jesus. That is the New – it is relationship based thru Jesus – not rules based thru Moses and the Old Testament.
The Old Testament mindset is tiring for the soul and completely devoid of salvation. It is rules based; animal sacrifice based and never allows free relationship between man and God to flow. The New Testament mindset requires that our relationship with God be through Jesus, and also done alongside His people, the believers in Jesus, called the church. 
From the perspective of salvation, the Old is dead; it must be viewed through the New. The New, however, must be aware of the foundational material within the Old. 
In conclusion, if you want to find the genuine path for your mindset and spiritual life, it must be done by acknowledging the New reality that Jesus has brought. 
Practically speaking, it would be worth it to sit for a moment and think about how much each of us allows God’s Word and Spirit to inspire us to action, or to consider how much we are still tied down to the Old Testament law-based system. For example, have you ever had a situation in which you took a step based on inspiration after prayer, rather than your usual customary thing to do? Perhaps there is someone that you see (in the course of your normal activities) daily, but with whom you’ve never had a conversation. Or, perhaps there has a ministry that has been on your heart for years, but you never bothered to show interest for whatever reason, despite the tugging on your heart. 
So, how is your relationship with God? And how can you develop it further? Through Jesus, the spirituality of the Old Testament (or Covenant) is out of place for us Christians. We as Christians are different – because Jesus gave us a new life.
