Divine Strategy for Women

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.
7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you[a] of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. (1 Peter 3:1-7, ESV)

	For Christian women, God has instructed that they have a unique lifestyle. Happy Mother’s Day everyone, as we gather today to give praise to God for His farsightedness and wisdom. If He had not created Eve, we men would have been very poorly off indeed. Thus, God did not only create the woman, but He declared her as the man’s “fitting help.” Today we are going to talk about God’s practical instructions regarding women’s behavior toward their husbands, taken from the first epistle of Peter the Apostle. In fact, this passage is so misunderstood, given the various philosophies of the world regarding what Peter says in this passage, that it is worth it to just take a few minutes and actually “see” the directives that Scripture gives. As I said before, Peter the Apostle gives women a unique strategy and way of being as the women of the home. My hope is that we will all better understand what the Bible says about the Divine lifestyle that wives ought to have through this message. Let’s go to the passage now…
	The best lifestyle for a Christian woman of the family begins with obedience or submission. First of all, let’s understand the word, which is Armenian is obedience, and in English is submission. According to the Armenian dictionary, the word obedience means to be subject to, to be a listener, a non-troublemaker. An expression in Armenian that combines two words (Hloo-Hnazant) means obedient as a lamb is to its shepherd, or one that is subject to another without complaining. The Bible changes the flavor of the definition, however: that submission is motives; it’s a submission in attitude, done willingly, since the man in the marriage has been given authority that is Christ’s and not his. It is a submission that expresses itself in thoughtful consideration and in acting in love. 
	In the Scriptures, this word is used many times, but always in a single direction. For example: Jesus submits to Mary and Joseph (Luke 2); demons to the disciples of Jesus (Luke 10); citizens to authorities (Rom 13); the universe to Christ (1 Cor 15); unseen spiritual forces to Christ (1 Pet 3); Christ to God the Father (1 Cor 15); church members to their leaders (1 Cor 16); wives to their husbands (Col 3); the church to Christ (Eph 5); servants to their masters (Titus 2); Christians to God (Heb 12:9). Outside of the church, the word is used to depict a soldier submitting to his superior. 
	Obedience or submission does not connote a woman or wife’s inferiority, however. She is not inferior in spiritual life, nor in importance as a person. The submission is simply a deference to the man out of respect for the latter’s role in final decision making, under God’s authority, after all things have been talked about. 
	The Apostle says that the above meekness and quietness in life can even bring an unbelieving husband to faith. Therefore, God’s strategy or method for wives is to cultivate inner beauty, meekness, peace, and respect. As believers, for women to be daughters of Sarah means to be like her, as she submitted to her man (Abraham) who, in turn, listened to God’s voice and also submitted to Christ. 
	The men of the house have things to do as well, however: according to Peter, they must have wisdom to be able to see that their spouses’ nature is different. The Apostle says that their nature is different; that means physically, but also in authority in the marriage as well as in their emotional sensitivity. Therefore, men all over should be careful to care for their wives, so that they spiritual life, their prayer life, even their vital relationship with God would not be disturbed by their own uncaring and unwise behavior. 
	Communication experts say that the average woman speaks over 25,000 words a day while the average man speaks only a little over 10,000. What does this mean in marital terms? . . . On average a wife will say she needs to spend 45 minutes to an hour each day in meaningful conversation with her husband. What does her husband sitting next to her say is enough time for meaningful conversation? Fifteen to twenty minutes--once or twice a week! 
	So, despite that unbelievable difference, God knew that men would need women, and today, we are grateful that you women are Divine help for us men. May the Lord give you all health, strength and peace in all things. 
	The best lifestyle for a Christian woman of the family begins with obedience or submission. For Christian women, God has instructed that they have a unique lifestyle. 
	God bless you, and Happy Mothers’ Day. Amen.
