Christ, Healing and Forgiveness

	12 While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 13 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 15 But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.
17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.” (Luke 5:12-26, ESV)

The Lord Jesus is our healing and forgiving God. Our faith is based on the life of the Lord Jesus, and also His teachings and saving deeds (His death and resurrection). If we would like to enrich our spiritual lives further, it is necessary that we see and make His foundational personal attributes as part of our image of who God is within our lives. 
If we want to cultivate our relationship with God, it is important for us to experience the healing and forgiveness of God through Jesus. The Lord Jesus is the perfect image of God the Father. He proved through His words and deeds that He was not only a human being, but also God (in the flesh). He was the only God-man in the past, present and future. 
Our passage for today begins with an account of a healing of a leper. This man did not have doubts about Jesus’ ability to heal but was more concerned with whether the Lord had the compassion to do so, to touch the untouchable. Of course, Jesus did, in fact, want the man to be cleansed/healed, and after doing so, in order for the healing to be verified by the priests (who were the doctors of the day) according to Leviticus 14, Jesus instructed the man not to spread the news. Theologians also think that Jesus may have told the man to keep quiet about the miracle because He wanted people to see the deeper meaning of the miracles and not to approach Him as only a source of miracles to meet their own needs; but rather as Lord, Savior and God in the flesh. By avoiding talking to others, the first testimony would then be given to the priests, when the healed man presented himself to them to verify his cleanness. 
In the second episode, the account of the four men who lowered a paralyzed man is memorialized. Jesus, instead of commanding the man to be healed, showed those around Him another facet of His ministry and identity – He said to the man, “Your sins are forgiven you.” Did Jesus not know what kind of enemies he would have by saying those words? Of course He did – but Jesus was not saying or doing all the above by accident. He was establishing by His words and deeds that He was the Savior, the Healer and The Forgiving God. 
People are known by their deeds. When you want to know what a person is like, look at their deeds, their speech, and their lifestyle. Jesus said in Luke 6:43-45,
43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 
Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus has compassion for us, especially when we approach Him with faith, just as those four men did in lowering the paralyzed man in front of Jesus from the roof. He has compassion on us just as the leper asked Jesus to break the ceremonial cleanness law of the Jews and to touch him. Of course, Jesus touched him; of course, Jesus saw the faith of those four men, who stopped at nothing to get their man to Jesus. 
Today, The Lord can heal us also, who are weighed down, burdened by sin, or sick, whether physically or otherwise. The Lord Jesus comes near to us in order for us to know Him, and to become aware of His love, His power and His ability. This ought to be a comforting truth for us; because Jesus loves us so much that He doesn’t want us to remain in that brokenness; rather, He would want that we go to Him in prayer, worship and Scripture reading and meditation. 
It remains up to us to present our specific needs before Him and to continue to bring up those things with a focused tenacity, until we receive a clear response from Him. If we want to cultivate our relationship with God, it is important for us to experience the healing and forgiveness of God through Jesus. The Lord Jesus is our healing and forgiving God.
May God give us that grace to approach Him with boldness and faith for all our needs. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
