
The Spiritual Root of the Genocide

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. (John 15:18-26, ESV)

	The spiritual root of the Armenian Genocide is the utter hatred and rejection of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and The Savior of the world. Greetings on this Sunday as we commemorate the murder of our 1.5 million Armenian martyrs by the bloodthirsty enemy in 1915. Unfortunately, that same Jesus-hating spirit continues to persecute and make life hard for Christians all over the world, even and up to the level of murder. Today we are going to be speaking about persecution of Christians and how it connects to our collective Armenian reality (in light of the commemoration of the Genocide). Once again, I want to stress that the primary root of the Armenian Genocide is the essential hatred of Jesus, from which all other terroristic and violent, inhuman and satanic works were inspired and committed against our ethnic group from 1915 to 1923. Let’s get into the details…
	In truth, the Armenian Genocide was not just a work of race-annihilation; rather it is a directly spiritual persecution of the person of Jesus Christ (through the persecution of His followers), inspired by the devil himself. Let’s take a look at the reading to get more context. Jesus had just been speaking about His own identity – that He was the True Vine. He had said that His disciples needed to “remain” in Him – that His words needed to live within them. They were to glorify God by bearing much fruit throughout their lives. He had just reminded them that He loved them just as the Father had always loved Him. His primary message to them was to love one another. They were His chosen ones; Jesus had chosen them, and not they Jesus. 
	After saying all the above, the Lord Jesus started talking about the sober truths of this world. This world was and still is different than Jesus. This world is the mass of all those who reject Jesus as a person along with everything He claims, represents and teaches. The world is all those who hate Jesus and thus hate His disciples as well. If His persecutors were unaware of His teachings and claims, they would not be responsible for what they did not know – but since they knew and had rejected Him, they had rejected and thus disobeyed and hated God. Here’s what rejectors of Jesus did to His 12 disciples (with Judas Iscariot replaced by Matthias). 
	James the brother of John (son of Zebedee) was recorded in the book of Acts to be murdered by the sword. Andrew was crucified on an “X” shaped wooden structure. Thomas was martyred in India via being run through with a spear. James the son of Alphaeus was thrown down from the pinnacle of the Temple of Jerusalem and then beaten to death. Philip was martyred in Hierapolis via crucifixion. Matthew was martyred in Ethiopia, either by beheading or the sword. Bartholomew died in Armenia, after being flayed alive upon order of the Armenian king Sanadruk. Simon the Zealot was martyred via sawing in two. Thaddeus, who also bore the name Jude or Judas/Judah died also in Armenia, either by axe or by arrows. Matthias, who had replaced Judas Iscariot, died by stoning and beheading. And finally, John the Evangelist, who is the author of the Gospel bearing his name, the three general letters (1, 2, 3 John) as well Revelation, was the only one who died from old age – but there are stories that say that he miraculously survived being boiled in oil, and thus was exiled to the island of Patmos to spend the rest of his life in prison, where he probably had the vision which became the final book of the New Testament. 
	I am recounting all this to say that if they hated Jesus that much back then, today’s hatred and disrespect of Him continues with the same attitude toward Jesus’ followers, us the church. 
As Armenians, we have undergone many crucifixions throughout history for our faith. Every time, we would experience violence, injustice and yet we would rise again to live another day collectively. But let us not be mistaken: the hatred is toward our Savior (first). 
As a Christian, it is an honor to have a Heavenly Father and a Savior from sin and death. Following Jesus, however, comes with suffering and hardship, because the world, the unbelieving masses of humanity hate Him that invites all people to repentance unto God. 
After saying all the above, what are we to do with this message? Yes, we are to remember and to commemorate. Yes, we should work that justice be served. Yes, we may inform the ignorant about the realities of what happened 111 years ago. But what is the way to be free of bondage that this collective wound brings us? Amazingly, the answer lies in strengthening our faith, which then allows us to live our lives in a worthy manner, despite the continuation of the genocide even today. Our faith is tied to Christ; we give Him the ultimate judgement and condemnation, as we work and do our part. What is especially crucial is to remember that we are instructed by Jesus to pray for those who hate us, for our enemies and for those who persecute us – so that, just as God made Joseph out of nothing into the governor of Egypt, and stuttering Moses into the means by which God parted the Red Sea, and this to punish Pharaoh and put to shame many enemies of God’s people at the time, that He would use us as well to show our enemies God’s true identity, power and deeds. 
The Armenian Genocide was not just a work of race-annihilation; rather it was a (and still is) directly spiritual persecution of the person of Jesus Christ through the persecution of His followers, inspired by the devil himself. The spiritual root of the Armenian Genocide is the utter hatred and rejection of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and The Savior of the world.
May God give us the grace to remain faithful to Jesus Christ, so that He would lead us to victory over all kinds of enemies, both spiritual and earthly. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
