The God Of Grace

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you. ”Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you. ”Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” John 21:15-19.
Peter’s restoration is an example of God’s grace thru Jesus Christ. We all know that God is a gracious God. He lifts us up when we are broken, disappointed, and wallowing in guilt for past sins. The Lord Jesus, who is also Savior of all who believe, is a forgiving and restoring Savior. Peter’s account in today’s passage is an example of that restorative personality of God.
We’ve got to realize that no matter how imperfect we are, that God’s grace thru Jesus Christ can restore us to Him again. Doubtless Peter was reminded of his thrice betrayal as he sat by a fire again, but this time under very different circumstances. This time, it was not the accusers, but the Most Accused One who asked Peter the questions. They were equal in number, powerful to remind him of his sin, but also to restore him not just as a disciple and friend, but as a shepherd of the rest of them as well. 
There is a story of a clergyman in the Philippines that shows how gracious God is. He had committed a grave sin in seminary, and though he had repented long ago, he had no peace about it and was tortured. A faithful woman in his church used to report visitations by Christ Himself and conversations between her and the Lord. The pastor, being suspicious, asked her to tell the Lord about his sin and then report back to him what Jesus said. They spoke again some time later, and he asked her about whether she had asked Jesus, and she said that had done so. He asked her what the Lord had said, and she said that Jesus said about the pastor’s sin, “I don’t remember.”
Dear brothers and sisters, God has given us grace to come back to Him thru Jesus. He even makes it easy for us to do so, as he did with Peter and that pastor. Maybe it’ll be a sermon on coming back to God- or the softening of the hearts of your adversaries or critics. Maybe he is reminding you of His love and desire for you to have your life submitted and walking with Him. God does everything that you may come back to him, or that you know that His invitation is there for you to respond to. 
So, let us remember that God has plenty of grace to go around. It’s time for us to allow God to restore us, to save us, to rescue us, no matter how hard things are. May we become aware of this truth and make the right decision.
