
A Victorious Entry

	9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus[d] was there, they came, not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
    sitting on a donkey's colt!”
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. (John 12:9-18, ESV)

	Palm Sunday is an opportunity to recognize God’s identity – in other words, every day is “Palm Sunday” for us. Greetings in the Lord as we talk about Jesus’ victorious entrance into Jerusalem which commences His final week of earthly ministry before suffering, dying and resurrecting on our behalf. It is interesting that John the Gospel-writer ties much of the praise Jesus was getting to the raising of Lazarus from the dead. It lends itself to a discussion of what the challenge was that was presented before the people and also the meaning of Palm Sunday’s events then in our contemporary, everyday lives. Again, Palm Sunday was and is still an opportunity to choose to recognize God’s entrances into our lives, whether we are already believers or bystanders as Jesus goes by…
	When God intervenes in your life, that’s your chance to get to know Him better. To sum up the Scripture, John chapter 12 is a pivotal chapter in the Gospel that connects the previous chapters about Jesus’ identity, culminating in the raising of Lazarus from death to the beginning of the series of events that lead to Jesus’ death and resurrection. Chapter twelve starts with the preparation for Jesus’ burial with the pouring of perfume on him by the sinful woman – and then we have His triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, and eventually His self-sacrificial death and resurrection. 
	It is quite unfortunate that the Pharisees, who were the religious “know-it-alls of the day, had already decided that Jesus was a threat to their positions as important people. The everyday lay people, on the other hand, having seen Jesus’ miracles and having heard his words, had been able to put both together and praise God for Who they say in Jesus. The doubters among the people saw the walking miracle of God – Lazarus alive. They saw prophecy fulfilled with Jesus coming on the foal of a donkey – and they praised God for the Man who showed that He was the Messiah. The Pharisees, on the other hand, stayed in their rejection mode, remained in their unbelief, and all they would say was, “You see this? We can’t do anything – the whole world has gone after Him…”
	People had a chance with Jesus as He came to the city gates. Those that saw and understood, believed – and their lives were changed. Those people’s lives were changed. The others, who knew so much more than the uneducated masses, decided to stay blind and ignore the visitation of the Lord. 
	It’s like when someone finds treasure in his backyard and his friends think nothing of it, until he goes and hires experts and finds out that he is in possession of a great treasure worth millions. His life is set, while the man’s friends remain in their doubts and miserable lives. 
	We need to see God’s works for what they are. No matter what the occasion, we need to give God the credit – it could be breakthrough at work, rescue from danger, or sustained interventions throughout a period of time. We need to see God’s identity from His actions. 
	May we as Jesus-followers recognize God as our primary task in this life – may we be aware of the works of the Lord, and may we be careful not to be found working against Him, as the Pharisees did. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
