Taking Faith Seriously
Hebrews 11:1 & 19-25

In modern speech, the word faith has become vague and diluted. More and more people use it lightly. We often hear someone say, “Have faith and it will work out.” Others go even further and say, “Have faith in yourself and you will be able to do it.” There is nothing wrong with having faith in yourself. It can encourage and motivate to take action. But biblical faith is more than that. 

Biblical faith is often expressed through the word orthodoxy, which comes from two Greek words: orthos, meaning “right” or “straight,” and doxa, meaning “glory,” “belief,” or “worship.” Orthodoxy refers to right belief—believing rightly in God the Father, in His Son Jesus Christ, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

But that is not all. There is also orthopraxy, from orthos (“straight”) and praxis (“action”). Orthopraxy means right action. Biblical faith, therefore, is not only right belief, rather it is right living. It is not only what we confess with our lips, but how we walk with our lives.

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews describes faith as “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). Two key words stand out: sure and certain. Faith is not guesswork. It is not wishful thinking. It is confident belief expressed through obedience to God and shaped into our daily conduct.

Faith, dear friends, must be taken seriously. Your faith becomes serious when your behavior reflects your belief. When you believe in God even though He is unseen. When you trust in His promises even though they are not yet fulfilled. And when you obey His commands even if it involves sacrifices.

All these said it is unfortunate that too often we fall short in our faith. We reduce faith to doctrine alone. We affirm creeds but neglect commitment. We confess belief but resist obedience. Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “You believe in God; believe also in Me.” In other words, if you want to know the Father, come to Him through Me. And if you want to come to me, He says, “Take up your cross and follow Me.”

To have serious faith, therefore, we must go to the right source—Christ Himself—and do what He commands. And His command is clear: “Love Me and love one another as I have loved you.” 

We are now in the holy season of Lent. It is a sacred time to revisit our faith and examine its seriousness. Ask yourself: Am I serious when I say that I believe Jesus is the Son of God? That He died for my sins? That God raised Him from the dead to save me? Do I truly accept Him as my Lord and Savior? Do I follow Him? Do I keep His commandments?

Conclusion: Serious faith is faith that moves from the mind to the heart, and from the heart to the hands. It is faith deeply integrated into daily life—faith that believes rightly and lives accordingly.
When we take faith seriously, our lives are transformed. Our hearts are strengthened, our hope is renewed, and our relationship with God becomes the guiding force of our lives.
May we therefore hold our faith with conviction, live it with sincerity, and allow it to shape every part of our lives.
Amen

