Prayer as A Lifestyle

	2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. (Colossians 4:2-4, ESV)

	God calls us to become people of prayer – and that lifestyle does not simply require perseverance, but to also pray for God’s specific purposes. As we all know, prayer is both a direct means of relating to God as well a way to speak with Him, a lifestyle, and a stance we take. The more we focus on prayer, the richer our prayer life becomes as we encounter God day by day directly. 
	We are invited to come to the realization that the most important purpose of God’s work is the propagation of the Gospel message. Paul the Apostle is calling the Colossian church to be people of prayer – he had just gotten done talking about how Christians need to be focused on the new Covenant through Jesus, which brings about a new life, characterized by the death of unbelief, materialism and self-centered lifestyles. In the new life in Christ, believers were supposed to experience and radiate forgiveness, peace, and wisdom, through singing God’s praises and giving each other advice through God’s words. Families are supposed to be enjoying a new peace from God, coming from working harmoniously together, submitting, loving and obeying one another, in the order that God had provided. 
	Prayer was to be a key ingredient in all of the above life activity. However, prayer was not just for the sake of those things, but also so that God’s Servant (Paul the Apostle back then) would do his job of preaching the Gospel boldly, and that doors to preach would be open for him to do well in his propagation of the Gospel. 
	Today, we might pray in various situations, such as before getting into a car, or when we get our first paycheck, or before eating, or when we need guidance for ourselves or someone else. 
	But a few important questions remain for us to ask ourselves: If we are truly going to be the people of prayer, what adjustments to we need to make in our lives? What do we need to target with prayer? Which servant of God will need more prayer to do the work of the Gospel ministry? 
