God Will Have The Victory

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:6-11, ESV)

	God has called us to resist the works of the devil with a firm faith. Our life as believers is called to be one that is aware of and participating in a spiritual battle. The victory is won through faith in Christ and through the awareness of the battle itself. The whole point of the first letter of the Apostle Peter to the church is to encourage them to be strong in suffering and in the middle of persecution. They all needed to humble themselves – the elders needed to rule humbly, while the younger members needed to submit to the elders, with a mutual submission creating an atmosphere of humility. Such an atmosphere would allow God to lift up the congregation, even while the enemy of the church, Satan himself, was working to spiritually undermine its members through various temptations. 
	The Battle of Vartanants was a similar spiritual battle in that it was approached in a spiritual manner. The topic was not just a national existential threat – but superseding the language and secular cultural difference was that of faith. The Zoroastrian Persian king was expecting to subjugate Armenians in every way, including conversion to the Persian religion of that time. The Battle of Avarayr in 451 was the beginning of a long a protracted guerilla war that would not end until 484, thirty-three years later, with the signing of a treaty by the grandson of General Vartan Mamigonian, who had been martyred from the very first battle. 
Today, we must become aware of the truth of the spiritual war that we are in. That battle is fought not necessarily on fields and through swords and guns as much as through computers, cell phones, and other internet-connected devices. Today’s spiritual war does not always demand blood from us – but our souls, our attention, our time, convictions and mind. 
So, in order not to risk becoming like the traitor Vasag of General Vartan’s day, we must recognize when we have an opportunity to wage spiritual warfare. That happens by our timely expression of our faith in Christ and also our loyalty to Him when people around us start to either question or even demean our Lord. 
May we be driven by our faith to greater spiritual awareness and readiness to share Christ. The Lord bless you all. Amen.

