Giving for The Gospel

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I am, to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

	Our gifts for the work of the Gospel show our own personal spiritual condition and not that of the work itself. Greetings in the Lord as we talk today about an important facet of our gifts, namely their purpose. Why do we put our offerings in the plate in the first place? What are their purpose and what meaning do those offerings have? What does the way we offer our gifts, or our mood say when we put in our offerings? In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he describes a church that is so devoted to the work of the Gospel of God that the Apostle has mentioned their gifts explicitly that they gave him on more than one occasion. Thus, our topic today will be about the purpose and meaning of giving, in light of the Apostle’s words in the above verses in Philippians. Again, our gifts placed in the offering plate say much about ourselves. So, let’s talk about that…
	In truth, our offerings show our spiritual convictions and focus. The Apostle Paul was finishing up his letter and after mentioning the topic in the beginning, it seems that he waited till the end to express his gratefulness to the church of Philippi for the gift that they sent him. He was already in prison in Rome, in certainly difficult straits, even if some say that he enjoyed some respect due to his Roman citizenship, though he was jailed. The Apostle was both suffering as well as experiencing peace from God at the same time. Some think that he was somehow upset at the Philippians because he said that they finally renewed their concerns for him. However, on the contrary, we know that was not the case because in the final verses of the passage he clearly shows appreciation for the gift plus he expounds on the spiritual meaning of the gift itself. 
	The church was once again showing where its focus was, as it did before, caring for the Apostle’s needs though they themselves were not in such good financial straits either. Their heart was for the success of the Lord’s work, even though the Apostle now had a more limited ministry (due to his imprisonment). Though he had used commercial technical language to express that he received their gift, in truth he was simply being very free and close with them, because he knew how much they respected him. Their gift was not a source of joy for the Apostle because of the amount itself, but rather because through it, their friendship was rekindled. Yes, there had been a delay in the arrival of the gift, but it was not because they had forgotten Paul or the work of God that he was accomplishing. 
	Meanwhile, Paul had learned to be content with his lot in life, not as the Greek Stoic philosophers were, glorying in or magnifying contentment for its own sake. Rather, he had that contentment because of leaning of Christ. He could do all things, in other words, live in plenty or poverty through Christ who strengthened him. He was not saying the latter to put them down, but so that they wouldn’t worry about him and also to see the true benefit of their friendship (now rekindled through their gift). This is because through their offering, the man of God would both continue the work of the Lord, and they would simultaneously be training their hearts to stay in generosity and genuine love of the Lord. They knew that this sacrificial love was first modeled by Jesus on the Cross. 
	Having said all the above, one needs to see that the Apostle also used the principle of sowing and reaping in the concept of giving, since God was going to supply the needs of the Philippians in response to their sacrificial giving. He would do that on a much larger scale than what they may have expected, due to the truth that they had sown in the field of God’s ministry, and they did so through one who was truly doing God’s work. 
	Church theologian and writer Augustine wrote the following: “Where your pleasure is, there is your treasure; where your treasure is, there is your heart; where your heart is, there is your happiness.” 
	So, let us ask ourselves: in what is our pleasure or where do we find it? Where is our treasure – could it be that it is in our material goods, or is it in the work of God? Finally, where are our hearts? Why do we give offerings? Do we give for God’s purposes, or is it just because the physical structure needs to be sustained? What is our heart-stance at the moment of giving? Do we give prayerfully, hoping that God will use what we have given, or do we give as a duty, since we are called Christians and that’s what Christians do? Clearly, the one who give for the Lord’s work gives for a very different reason than the one that is doing it just to keep the lights on in the building or for the heat to keep going. Yes, the latter two are important – don’t get me wrong – but God’s ministry scope doesn’t stop there (at the physical structure). How do we understand the work of the Gospel? 
	I believe, dear brothers and sisters, that the Word of the Lord invites us to give with a right heart, keeping in mind that the work of faith is priority, and that every financial gift is called to somehow help in the work of the propagation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our gifts show our spiritual condition and our focus. 
	May our hearts be all about the work of God, and not for building up our own temporary and quickly fading kingdoms, when a faith focus works for God’s purposes and the materialistic outlook is a waste of time within which there is no salvation.  
	Our gifts for the work of the Gospel show our own personal spiritual condition and not that of the work itself. May the Lord bless you all. Amen.
