Giving Love to All

27 “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:27-36, ESV)

	Our love, as Jesus’ followers, is called to be different than that of the unbelievers. Greetings in the Lord as we continue our sermon series on “Giving,” focusing especially today on our journey of love. God is love and he who knows God loves (people and God), because God had so loved the world that He had given His Only Son for our salvation. The love that God had through Jesus’ life and ministry became the example and standard of living in love for us. When I say “standard,” I mean that our way of giving love is called to be as God does. A life of loving is one that is constantly busy giving love away. We’re going to talk, therefore, about that kind of life, one in which we as Jesus-followers and worshippers are called to live. Again, I want to stress that as Jesus’ followers, our lived is called to be much different than that of unbelievers. So, let’s see how that works out in greater detail…
	Loving the enemy is part of God’s radical and excellent personality – and we as believers are called to have that very same trait within us. To start with, the previous verses contained not only beatitudes or sayings about how it would be for believers in mourning or suffering. Jesus also talked about those who, like unbelievers (assumed to be non-Jews at that time) were relying on their worldly goods for meaning and fulfillment, and how they were already and walking a lost, meaningless journey. But Jesus didn’t stop there; He went on to speak about the believer needing to love in greater ways than unbelievers did. A Jesus-follower’s love needed to be clearly different than an unbeliever’s love. In other words, sometimes there would be a risk of rejection when we express our love or put it into action among unbelievers. He also talked about how love does not take revenge, but is rather gentle and courageous, enough to continue in love even if refusal or a negative response is inevitable. In the face of opposition, the believer needs to be loving without flinching – loving steadily. 
	We also express our love through generosity. We express it through providing for people abundantly and not mindlessly amassing our wealth. We do it knowing that God, who took into consideration that people were lost, still went through with His plan of salvation by sacrificing His Son on the Cross. The Cross is best reminder of God’s generosity. The core of a Christian’s life defined by love is self-denial and giving to those that have already taken from us. 
	A Christian is to love intentionally - the Lord was loving others with a purpose: to build others up. He was not after defending his own personal rights, because if He did, His entire story would have been different to begin with. A preacher once said that a ministry that doesn’t cost anything accomplishes nothing. 
	God’s love is not like that of the unbelieving world. Jesus said, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” In other words, instead of having a transactional approach to giving, remember God’s gift of salvation to you as the standard of giving. 
	You might ask, “On what basis am I to have this kind of radical love?” The answer is the promise of God through Jesus’ words – that “then”, at “that” time you (believers) will be the children of the Most High God, because you loved others as God did, by not just loving those that would return your love or the thing(s) you lent to them. 
	Therefore, we’re called to give love, to live it out, no matter the response or reaction of those to whom we give. Love feels others’ needs and serves. Yes, moral boundaries are always to be respected – but loving others means showing concern for others’ pains and weaknesses. Loving others means looking at the world through the eyes of the broken, the other and the needy, to feel and to understand each one’s needs. 
	In a word, the command is to live out God’s love, dear brothers and sisters. We need to have a tangible compassion for others, especially for unbelievers, who are truly poor. Regarding believers who are poor, fellow believers are already supposed to be caring for each other – that is expected by God without saying it. If we want to see unbelievers, the world (as the Bible calls them) come to Jesus, we need to have a radical, excellent love for them. That kind of life is sacrificial, just as the Father sacrificed His Son for our sins (on the Cross) – so that people will know the Father through our love, for whose glory we live and serve through Jesus Christ. 
	May the Lord wake us up to that pure, clean and sacrificial lifestyle of love. May the Lord bless you all. Amen.
