God Gives Shockingly

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:1-9, ESV)

	Sometimes, God gives us gifts that shake us up. Greetings in the Lord as we talk today about one of the ways that God gives, which is by shocking or shaking up. The Lord is Almighty and knows how much a person can handle when a shock in their life is appropriate to get them on the right path (His path). Thus, today, we are going to see what God’s shocking gifts can clarify for us about God. For the next few minutes, we are going to study the conversion of the Apostle Paul in the time period when he was known as Saul. The purpose of this message id to clarify and establish that God does not care for our needs in exclusively joyful or peaceful ways. Rather, He sometimes turns our entire life upside-down to bring us into the right path. Let’s get into the details of the Apostle’s life, then…
	The conversion of the Apostle Paul is one of the most important examples of God’s interventions, in which a human being is able to live a brand-new life through a shocking experience (given by God). God gave Saul of Tarsus a new life. Yes, he was zealous for God’s law. He greatly desired that those who were disturbing “the faith,” such as Stephen the Deacon would be punished and removed from the (public life of) the people of Israel. In fact, he was so zealous that he himself was persecuting the church, just as many individuals do so today, thinking that they are doing God’s will. On the other hand, and almost surely, as much as Saul shut his ears when Stephen was giving his testimony before the latter was executed, the deacon’s expressions must have created at least some pressure for him that opposed Saul’s faith convictions. That being said, Saul was a genuine believer in God, but his logical and nationalist conviction would not let him revisit his own beliefs. For that reason, it is possible to see the latter as a reason why God shook up the Apostle-to-be with a direct confrontation. 
	There was a time period after the prophet Malachi when Jews began to talk about God speaking through “the daughter of the Voice.” The phrase, which is “Bat Qol” in Hebrew, meant the derivative of the direct voice of God (meaning the written Word- The Old Testament). However, this event was not a “Bat Qol” circumstance – it was the God the Son speaking directly with Saul. 
It was such a powerful event that Saul lost his strength (and fell down), lost his eyesight (through the blinding light) and his appetite for three days! However, he had the presence of mind to ask who the speaker was, and to ask respectfully, using the word “Lord,” but in the sense of “Sir” or “Mister and Missus”. Some have thought that the Saul immediately recognized Christ and gave the right title – but if that were true, then why would he have asked as to who was speaking? His companions also heard a sound, saw some signs, if we read the 22nd chapter of Acts as well, about the same event. In other words, Saul’s conversion event was a verified one (by others). 
There are other times when God has given a new life to people with a shock. Remember the thief on the cross next to Christ, who could not do a single good deed, nor read Scripture or go to synagogue or follow after Jesus (due to his dying state on the cross). 
Or, what about the great change that occurred when you decided to surrender your life to Christ. Your direction changed, and you became one that was in the world, but no longer belonging to the world. 
God’s gift can shock us – but it is up to us to accept that shocking or shaking, and to live out the new life that comes as a result of it. In that new life (which is hopefully present for us already), our efforts take on a different direction. We become workers for God’s kingdom, and its growth becomes the goal of the time, talents and treasure that we put forward. 
God will often shake us as an answer to prayer, to bring us into the right journey and to cause us to use our energies for His plans. May the shakings and shocks that come from God bring us closer to Him, so that truly everything in our lives becomes an offering unto Him and to be used for His plans. 
Sometimes, God’s gifts are going to shake us – may we accept the shaking, and may we come into the right path as Christ’s followers and co-workers. May the Lord bless you all. Amen.
