Joy in Jesus

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. (1 Peter 1:3-12, ESV)

	With Jesus’ arrival into this world, the joy of salvation is every believer’s gift. Greetings on this fourth Sunday of Advent as we talk about being joyful in the Lord. The word “joy” or “happiness” in Armenian doesn’t always convey the nuances involved (because the word is the same for both terms). There is happiness, which is based on circumstances and comes and goes depending on the situation, the weather, or some other changing reality. There is also a joy that can be deep within our souls, given by God, which does not disappear or change with outside factors, because it is based on His Person. Today we’re going to talk about this latter type as it is connected to the Joy of Jesus and the salvation which He represents, for us to be had and experienced. So, there is joy in living for Jesus, but it is up to us to understand that and to establish that joy within us permanently. Let’s go a little deeper into the subject…
	The advent of Jesus is the advent of our salvation. The Apostle Peter praises God because the Father gave the believers a new birth. The resurrection of Christ put a living hope within him and his believing apostle-brothers in the sureness of eternal life. That he calls an imperishable life – one that did not break down. It is an undefiled life – one without the blemishes and corruptions of this world. It is also an unfading life – something that will last forever. This life, with all these qualities, had put a joy within the Apostle because He knew that He could look forward to it, even as he experienced glimpses of it now. That same joy needed to be present in the believers, he said, even when they went through various trials and temptations – because their salvation was secure. Their Savior had given His Spirit so that they would believe and keep the hope of that eternity in every situation. 
	In those years, the temptations were often calamities (testing the believers’ faith). The laws of the Roman Empire were not necessarily that friendly to Christians. It was easy to be arrested or even jailed for angering a non-Christian. There were years when many believers were tortured for their faith or thrown before animals to be devoured while a mob watched in stadiums and amphitheaters. In all of that, said the Apostle, remember that the Lord’s salvation is secure for you. 
	The situation is not much different today. Yes, it is the season of His Birth and everyone is focused on Baby Jesus, if they are aware of Him as the primary purpose of the celebration and not Santa Claus. However, the baby Jesus represents our best hope in life. It is through His Words and Cross that man finds life’s meaning. Yes, His First arrival on earth was a great occasion for rejoicing – but not only because He was born. Rather, because His advent was also the reason for rejoicing in our salvation, our rescue from certain hell, and the beginning of a new life (even now). 
The subject of Jesus’ birth is a joyful reality precisely because Jesus was not an ordinary human being. If He had been an ordinary king or prophet, the joy regarding His birth would not be the same. The hope in Him would not be a lasting hope – lasting beyond our physical life. The hope would be limited to his past works and life (rather than what it is, which is His continuing work in and among us thru His Spirit). 
Jesus’ works, words, death, resurrection and ascension all showed that there was always hope with God, even when life’s pressures were many. The Christmas season is connected to a deep joy that we only find by leaning on Jesus’ salvation. In every circumstance, we can find joy and go through the difficulties of life, and at last be free of them through Jesus. The advent of Jesus is the advent of our salvation. With Jesus’ arrival into this world, the joy of salvation is every believer’s gift. God bless you all. Amen. 

