Thankful to God

23 It is he who remembered us in our low estate,
    for his steadfast love endures for ever;
24 and rescued us from our foes,
    for his steadfast love endures for ever;
25 he who gives food to all flesh,
    for his steadfast love endures for ever.
26 O give thanks to the God of heaven,
    for his steadfast love endures for ever. (Psalms 136:23-26 RSV)

	When we remember God’s works, it is easy to be thankful. Greetings in the Lord as we begin today a new sermon series on being thankful. Throughout history, God has constantly performed amazing and profound works that have been beyond us. They have been of such a large scope, yet connected to people somehow, so much so that we do not understand them. Thus, in this sermon on thankfulness, I am going to attempt to show you the right point of view to life in general, which can only be right when flowing from a grateful heart. In a word, we are going to see just how it is that we can be thankful. The answer to “how” is clear – it is in our theme statement for the sermon: when we remember and recognize God’s works, then it is easy to live and stay in a constant state of gratefulness. Let’s go into a bit more detail…
	Truly knowing God awakens a thankful heart within us. Let’s take a moment to look at the contents of the entire Psalm out of which our reading was taken today: it says that God is good. His goodness, which is the Hebrew word “Chesed” in this context, means a stable, loyal love. It is a loyalty that is constant – it is a love that is always present. This is a love that is established and strong. God’s love is a love that disciplines, instructs, advises, frees, saves, repairs and restores the broken one. It is that love that the psalmist has come to know. He has come to know that God’s love was present in His absolute character. He now knows that God’s love is there in God’s supremacy over all spiritual beings, in His creation of all things, in His miracles and miraculous deeds, and in the wisdom with which His creation is infused. The psalmist also saw that God’s love was there in rescuing His people from slavery in Egypt – in God’s parting of the Red Sea and in the people’s being led through a desert wasteland. God also showed His love in getting His people to the Promised Land, in defeating their enemies for them on the way there, and in relieving them of the nomadic, vagabond lifestyle. 
	For us as Christians, we would see God’s love, in addition to all the above, in His sending of prophets, in their seeing of a Savior and their conveying of that image to the people. We would see God’s love in the sending of the Savior, in His life, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension, and ruling from God’s throne. We would see it in the sending of the Holy Spirit, and the passing on of the Apostles’ teaching throughout the ages through each generation of believers. In all the above, the psalmist and we can see that God’s love is there.
	Sometimes, however, being thankful to God needs to be based on His Person, because our circumstances are either unbearable or just downright horrendous. For example, what would Rev. Martin Rinkart say about his circumstances? Read below:
In 1636, amid the darkness of the Thirty Years' War, a German pastor, Martin Rinkart, is said to have buried five thousand of his parishioners in one year, and average of fifteen a day. His parish was ravaged by war, death, and economic disaster. In the heart of that darkness, with the cries of fear outside his window, he sat down and wrote this table grace for his children: 'Now thank we all our God / With heart and hands and voices;/ Who wondrous things had done,/ In whom His world rejoices. /Who, from our mother's arms,/Hath led us on our way/ With countless gifts of love/ And still is ours today.'" Here was a man who knew thanksgiving comes from love of God, not from outward circumstances. 
Therefore, when we have trouble being thankful because life is hard, let us look to God’s greatness. Look to His creation! Look to the work of salvation of His Son! Look to the fact that He put you in the journey of salvation too! And see how great God is, in that He does things that are way beyond our thoughts and mind for our salvation and sanctification. How do you see these things? By having a relationship with God thru Jesus Himself. Read His Word! Pray! Live your life with His people, the church! Do not isolate yourself, to not distance yourself from Him, but know your Creator, so that your life can be filled with His love. 
Truly knowing God awakens a thankful heart within us. When we remember and recognize God’s deeds, it is then easy to live and remain in a thankful state of being. 
May God’s works change our view of life, and may we be a thankful people, thankful children of God. The Lord bless you all. Amen.
