God Honors Mothers

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days. (John 2:1-12, ESV)

In God’s plan, mothers have a place of honor. Congratulations to all mothers today, as we honor and rejoice in them, in their presence and service, and if they are with the Lord already, in their sweet memories that they have left behind. 
In this Scripture passage, God shows us His heart about mothers. There are a few very interesting lines in this episode that show us a mother’s role in furthering Jesus’ ministry. We’re going to see that today without ignoring the truth that this event was the beginning of Jesus’ salvific ministry. Therefore, let’s take a look at what the image of a mother was according to God within this passage. 
The way Jesus and his mother interacted at the wedding at Cana was a divine picture of the value of mothers (in God’s eyes). Jesus had been invited to a wedding celebration with a few of his disciples. His mother also happened to be there. Some believe that the families involved in the wedding were known to Jesus’ mother and that she was there through that connection. 
A sudden social catastrophe takes place: the wine for the reception runs out and the bridegroom is going to lose face and be shamed. Wedding parties in those days lasted up to 7 days and the bridegroom was responsible for providing everything needed for that party. In this context, Jesus’ mother approaches her son – of course, we know that in those days, mothers as well as women in general were considered untrustworthy and the weaker class of human being. God, however, in His Word, gives importance to the worry and feeling of responsibility that Jesus’ mother experiences. 
“They have no wine,” she said. And Jesus answers, “What is that to you and me?” But Mary knew very well that she had a very close connection to Jesus and that the latter was a perfectly good reason to go to him for help. “My time has not yet come,” says Jesus. Perhaps He intended to help a little later, or He had been busy with another issue and this problem suddenly popped up. For his mom, however, all of that which kept Jesus busy was not important; what mattered was that she had presented her request to her son, and now her mind was at ease that Jesus was going to solve the issue. “Do whatever He tells you, “She said – and the servants did exactly that. The master of the party praised the wine and the bridegroom, Jesus was glorified, and the disciples believe in Him. 
So, what happened?? Well, US President Abraham Lincoln has said that “No one who has a Godly mother is poor.” It has been found that the word for compassion in the Old Testament (rakhoom) has its origins in the word for “womb” (rekhem). How interesting it is that mankind’s compassion is connected to giving birth, to becoming a mother, or to cause a new beginning for something or someone. It is as if Mary, in our passage above, is showing the servants of the wedding a new thing – and inviting her son to begin his ministry because of her love and compassion for the newlyweds. 
God shows us that a mother’s role is great in Jesus’ plan. In addition, just as the Lord’s mother intervened in that specific wedding issue, today also, mothers often give new beginnings to many through their compassion and care. God allowed us to see how much Jesus respected His mother and how much His mother trusted Him to bring His blessing and intervention as a Savior. Yes, the passage does show that the Old Testament covenant was now giving way to the blessings of God’s Kingdom in Jesus- but in the details of the episode, we see that a mother played a huge role in advancing Jesus’ ministry. 
Therefore, let’s not simply take notice of the above truth, but let us understand that being a mother is a chance to help advance the plans of the Kingdom of God. Being a mother is a great opportunity for our mothers to facilitate the Lord’s work through their love and compassion. 
May God give our mothers health and wisdom, that they can continue to be sources of love and compassion, helping the Lord’s plans to move forward through their prayers and supplications unto God. 
May the Lord Bless you, and Happy Mother’s Day! Amen.
