The Son of Man

13 “I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the clouds of heaven
    there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
    and was presented before him.
14 And to him was given dominion
    and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
    should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
    which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
    that shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14, ESV)

	Our salvation is connected to the Son of Man, who has received an everlasting kingdom. Greetings dearly beloved in Christ, as we talk today about a truth that is connected to the Lord’s identity. The Savior of mankind is Jesus Christ; but His kingdom had already been revealed prior to His coming to His people. This vision showed that the coming Savior was much different than any man before Him. He was not an angel that could not have the full human experience. He was not a purely spiritual Being, in the sense that He was only God and not a human. Rather, He came (and still comes!) as a “Son of man”, in other words, a human being to which is given something that is normally considered impossible to give to a person. Thus, to reiterate our main theme for today: our salvation is tied to the Son of Man, who has received an eternal and everlasting kingdom. Let’s see what the effects of such a reception are in our lives…
	We worship the Son of Man because our Heavenly Father confirmed Him as the Eternal Lord. The Prophet Daniel was seeing visions of many kingdoms. Almost all of them were working against the people of God, but some were more violent than others. However, God showed him that the Beast, the enemy of God’s people was going to be slain. Even though other kingdoms were going to arise and oppress the people of God, among those and concurrent with them would appear Someone New. This “New Man” would come in clouds, which were a sign of God’s glory itself. He would be Someone who had the form or a human being – a “son” of man. He was someone who would reach the presence of the Ancient of Days and would stop short (humbly), until others brought Him before that Ancient One. In other words, this Son of Man was not a haughty, proud, or self-centered person – and He would be given authority, honor, and a kingdom, but differently than anyone had ever received.
	It is true that there were other figures in history that received the latter - however, this One was different: His kingdom would be such that the whole world would worship Him. His rule would never finish or pass away. His kingdom was an indestructible one. In other words, this Person was so special that He was worthy of all the above, but especially because He carried eternity literally within Himself, He could rule eternally, since He was not a “regular” Son of Man. He was the Messiah in the book of Daniel, the Lord Jesus Christ who rules over His people today and always. 
	There are people whose names are well-known in history. Any Armenian can tell you who Gregory the Illuminator is.[footnoteRef:1] Evangelicals all over the world could tell you who Martin Luther was. Whoever that famous person might be, they are known by their works – their legacy. In Jesus’ case, however, not only are His deeds known to us, but His worldwide effect on human history is, too. That kingdom that was given to Him is one to which we belong to as the redeemed people of God. Our King is someone whose mission and eternal impact on the world were declared ahead of his arrival. This fact is important for us because when you know the One whom you trust, it is easy to work with, to submit to, and to live under their authority. When you know that Jesus is worthy before The Father to receive an eternal kingdom, then you can eternally trust your life to Him and to accept His authority over your life.  [1:  We hope – and if not, we are there to tell them!] 

	Today, I pray that this knowledge is an encouragement to us, so that we can renew our faith and trust in Jesus. I pray that we will choose to worship Jesus and lay all our burdens on Him in our troubles again – that we would declare Him Lord over our life again – that we would remember to Whom we belong, in Whom we rejoice again, He who has an everlasting Kingdom. 
	We worship the Son of Man because our Heavenly Father confirmed Him as the Eternal Lord. May the revelation of Jesus’ identity as the Son of Man encourage us to trust Him even more, and to speak about Him to those in our circles. May the Lord bless you all, Amen.


