Applying Right Teaching

	6 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 6:1-9, ESV)

	As the people of God, the Lord calls us to know and to apply His commandments to our lives. Greetings to you as we talk about right teaching and how that relates to our Sunday School and our personal spiritual lives. Commandments of God are important and form the backbone of our moral upbringing and teaching. There are two main purposes to commandments: to create relationship and clarify lifestyle. 
	First, we need to establish that God’s instructions are so that we can know Him. A commandment is like a command, a statute is a rule, and a rule is like a judgment or decision. The purpose of the declaration of God’s commandments are for the sake of their application, to create respect for God, and to help the people stay faithful to Him. Also note the generational aspect of these commands and how God’s people are expected to be zealous regarding the transmission of God’s Word to each successive generation. Within the passage, the command to listen entails belief and paying close attention to what is said. We can see how important these words are to God that Moses is repeating them multiple times. In addition to all the above, we also see how important it was that the older generations constantly teach the younger.
	For example, the purpose of schools is to prepare children to function in society and prosper. God’s “school” is that and so much more…
	And what about us? We have a calling to teach what is right, to do it according to God’s desires, and to be faithful and persevere in that calling. 
	Our second major truth about God’s commandments is the fact that they are for the transformation of lives (not just for knowing Him). The God-fearing man is also a God-worshipping man. The person who worships the True God knows the True God, then. He or she knows which God is the real One. Notice the stress Moses puts on teaching and application in the passage. Right application of God’s Word leads to the growth of the fear of God in society. We can see this growth in an ordered life, which is one of the many definitions of a peaceful life. 
	Speaking of order, in the days of Scripture, you needed constant reminders by teachers and preachers about what God wanted. Today, we can put many reminders in our cell phones and elsewhere to do the same. So, what are you doing today? 
	It is not enough to know God and His word – rather, we are called to put into practice whatever it is that we hear from the Scriptures. We’re also called to teach our young ones God’s Word, so that they become culture-changers for God through their lifestyles. 
	So today, let us know and apply God’s Word. Let us know and obey. May that pattern continue throughout the generations. The Lord Bless you all. Amen.
